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Remount Facts anp Fictions. 


To form any opinion as to which is fact and which 
is fiction in connection with Remounts is quite im- 
possible if we depend solely upon the remarks and 
quotations of the daily press. A subject has only to 
be closely related to horses for all the fools in the 
kingdom to at once scent roguery or stupidity. In 
this number of The Record we have quoted from the 
Report on the Working of the Remount Department 
Abroad all the paragraphs referring to veterinary 
surgeons engaged in the United States. The report 
is by General Stewart and Colonel Holland. The 
evidence was taken in America, and we hardly think 
it warrants the remarks made by the reporters. 

Vet.-Captain Smith is accused of taking money 
from the contractors and of buying inferior or useless 
animals. The only direct evidence 1s the statement 
of a discarded mule-contractor who promised to show 
proofs but finally failed todo so. This man’s un- 
proved tale is quoted by a number of other witnesses. 

Veterinary Surgeon Hawes is accused of buying 
for himself some polo ponies which had already been 
bought and branded for Government use. This 
gentleman’s solicitors have written to The Times 
denying the truth of the statement. 

In other reports grave charges have been made 
against ‘“‘ veterirary surgeons” for incompetence, 
drunkenness, and insubordination. The daily papers 
have quoted all these and bespattered our profession 
with all the mud they could manufacture out of it. 
So scandalous have been the statements that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has very 
rightly instituted an enquiry, which so far may be 
shortly summarised as follows : 

No. 1. Explanation satisfactory. 

No. 2. To show cause why his name should not 

be removed from the Register. 

No. 8. Adjourned for further evidence. 

» 4. To obtain papers from War Office. 
” 5. ” 
__»5 6. Name not on Register. 

The Committee also reported ‘that the names of 
none of the persons in the Reports of the Army Re- 
mount Department, mentioned as being in charge of 
transports of horses and being guilty of drunkenness, 
appear on the College Register.” 

In other words our profession has been pilloried 
for the faults of men who were employed es “ veteri- 
nary surgeons” by the War Office, but who had no 
right to the title. 

If our Council want any assistance in holding a 
thorough inquiry the profession will assist them with 
money and evidence. We are no more free from bad 
men than otner callings, but we cannot afford to be 
made a scape-goat to bear the sins of any unqualified 
men that an incompetent War Office dared to call by 
‘our title and to employ on our duties. 


FOREIGN BODY IN @2SOPHAGUS OF DOG. 

The Subject, a y oung Aberdeen terrier, was admit- 
ted to the infirmary on the 14th of October. The 
history was tbat she h»d been feeding on some 
chopped meat and shortly afterwards was noticed 
making what were thovgbt to be violent attempts to 
vomit. Upon exam- 
ination nothing could 
be seen in the pharynx, 
and on manipulation 
nothing was felt in 
the cesophagus ; the 
animal seemed in pain 
and weak, and at 
times mede violent 
attempts to vomit, 
but there was no rise 
of temperature. On 
passing a small pro- 
bang down the cso- 
phagus no apparent 
obstruction could be 
felt. A purgative was 
administered with a 
dose of bismuth as a 
gastric sedative, which 
was partly vomited 
up, but a second dose 
was retained, and the 
attempts at vomiting 
were not so frequent, 
but there was still a 
good deal of pain. The 
dog gradually became 
weaker and died on 
the evening of the 
15th. 

The Post-mortem was 
a very interesting one 
and revealed a piece 
of ‘jagged bone 
which had become 
obstructed in the esophagus just within the thorax ; 
it had penetrated the wall of the csophagus and 
punctured the left lung. On opening the thorax 
there escaped a considerable quantity of thick fluid, 
some of which was undoubtedly castor oil, which had 
no doubt escaped from the ruptured cesophayus. 
On passing the probang down the msopbagus after 
death it was found that the end of it did not enter 
the stomach but came through the superior injury in 
the cesophageal wall and so into the thorax, which 
might account for the instrument meeting with no 
obstruction during life 

Henry G. Simpson, F.R.C.V.S. 
Windsor. 
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PARALYSIS OF THE BLADDER. 
By Tuomas Parker, M.R.C.V.S., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Subject. — Five-year-old chestnut gelding, R.E. 
lines, Aldershot. — 

History.—Tuesday, 14th May, 1901. It was noti- 
ced that the urine was being passed only in very 
small quantities, i.e. dribbling or coming away in jets 
and the animal not feeding so well as usual. 

May 15th.—The A.V.D Captain suspected that 
the penis had been slightly injured during grooming 
operations. This history I obtained casually. 

May 16th.—The animal not seen in the morning 
by the Captain in charge. The evening of the same 
day at 6 o’clock I was called out to attend to this 
animal. On arrival I found him lying down. The 
respiration, temperature, and pulse were normal, the 
animal had no desire to rise and symptoms of paraly- 
sis of the lumbar region were exhibited. From the 
history already obtained and the report that no urine 
had been noticed to pass since the Tuesday, together 
with the symptoms exhibited I suspected an obstruc- 
tion, probably of the bladder. The hand was care- 
fuily passed per rectum, and the bladder was found 

to be greatly distended. 1 then passed the catheter 
(after cleansing, disinfecting, and applying an emol- 
lient). By this method 21 pints (which I measured) 
of an amber coloured fluid were obtained, and about 
another pins would be wasted during the operation. 

Treatment.—Ordered hand rubbing over the lumbar 
region, a good bed, small quantity of hay, and only 


small quantities of water containing potass bicar- | 


bonate. Gave a ball containing 1 drachm each of 
nux vomica and gentian made in the usual way. The 
animal got up about 9 o'clock the same night. I 
also ordered this treatment to be repeated next morn- 
ing and the catheter to be passed carly, as a result of 
which eight pints of liquid were removed, this being 
rather lighter in colour than that of the previous 
night. 

May 17th.—At 8.40 a.m. the Veterinary-Captain 
was in attendance and found the animal on his legs 
in the box, and suspecting this to be a case of azoturia 
(as he termed it) ordered a 5 drachm dose of aloes 
(ball) and the application of hot moist flannels, hand 
rubbing, flannels covered by blankets, sloppy food, 
etc. The fluid which had been taken away that 
morning by the catheter he ordered to be thrown 
away. He gave me this information when I arrived 
15 minutes later, and told me that it was a case of 
azoturia, and asked my opinion, which | felt not in- 
clined to express; but on being pressed I ventured 
to assert that in my opinion it was nota case of 
“equine hemoglobinuria” (azoturia). Later, when 
I was about to leave, he asked me to kindly meet him 
again at mid-day to see the case again. We met 
again at mid-day in the presence of Colonel ———, 
D.V.O., to see thecase. The Colonel after asking my 
opinion and particulars of the case smiled and said: 
Well ! | have heard of seven great wonders, is this 
the eighth? The Captain then asked me to take the 
case in hand and treat as I thought best. Owing to 
the fact that a physic ball had been given I could 

administer no tonics with advantage that day. 


At 6380 p.m., however, the catheter was again 
passed and more fluid removed, and then the bladder 
was syringed out first with a solution of boracic acid 
and then with a warm solution of extract of bella- 
donna (1 drm. to the pint). The horse got up and 
then went down again while the catheter was being 
passed this time. The lumbar region was well rub- 
bed with a liniment slightly stimulating. Respira- 
tion, temperature, and pulse normal. 

May 18th.—Catheter passed early morning. Tem- 
perature, respiration, and pulse normal. Ordered 
treatment as usual. Evening. Animal looking and 
doing well, the method of treatment I adopted was 
stopped, for what reason I know uot. 

May 19th.—Animal lying down, symptoms of 
paralysis again exhibited. The Captain informed me 
that the horse was going to die and would do no 
good. This I objected to and, in his presence, order- 
ed the catheter to be passed as usual and to continue 
the treatment which I had already prescribed, and also 
informed him that ! considered the animal ought to 
be on his limbs in the course of a few hours provid- 
ing the treatment was properly carried out. 

Afternoon.— Evidently not altogether satisfied 
with my method of treatment, orders were issued to 
the effect that slings were to be got ready in the next 
box and that the animal was to be lifted and taken 
to the next box and slung there. When they were 
just about finished with their operation of hoisting 
the slings, the horse instead of waiting to be carried, 
got up unaided and walked out of the box to the 
nearest water trough, the box door evidently being 
left open. They then led the animal (whose gait was 
unsteady) to the slings and placed him in them. 

May 20, morning.—Very much improved ; urine 
taken away by catheter as usual and treatment as 
before prescribed. 

May 21.—Continued to improve. Continued to 
wash out the bladder with mild antiseptics and the 
urine now passed away unaided. Tonics continued 
and the animal eventually did well. 

Remarks.—When I first visited this case 1 could 
not detect any signs of calculi, and suspecting sabu- 
lous deposit | examined the urine microscopically 
which showed an enormous amount of mucus. 
Epithelial cells were present and the ordinary crys- 
tals of oxalate and carbonate of lime, crystals of 
nitrate of urea, etc. These crystals did not seem to 
be in excess of the normal. The reaction and specific 
gravity were normal. When the urine was allowed 
to stand there was a deposit of mucus-like material. 

Probably this case was one of central nervous 
affection followed by paralysis of the neck or wall of 
the bladder, this resulting in the presence of an enor- 
mous amount of urine, the latter acting as an irri- 
tant and consequently causing the deposition of 
mucus, etc. 


Secret Veterinary Medicines. 


The Hungarian Minister of Agriculture has recently 
commanded strict adhesion to the regulations of 18 
which prohibit the sale of veterinary remedies (home 42 
foreign) the composition of which is unknown. Adverts 
ing such remedies is also forbidden, and infringers of the 
regulations render themselves liable to heavy punishment. 
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NOTES UPON THE CASTRATION OF 76 
CONSECUTIVE CRYPTORCHID HORSES. 
By Frepx. Hospay, F.R.C.V.S., Kensington, W. 


The following 76 cases, which are consecutive and 
not in any way selected, will help to show some of 
the abnormalities which may be looked for during 
cryptorchid castration, and that the percentage of 
fatalities is in reality small when strict surgical 
cleanliness is observed. 

The first eight have already been reported in The 
Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, 
vol. xi., p. 861; the remainder are cases which 
have occurred since. 

Although the abdomen was entered 39 times in no 
instance did septic peritonitis (the bughear of the 
surgeon in former times) ensue as a sequel. 

Three (cases 18, 19, and 74) were operated upon 
twice and several had both testes concealed, the 
double operation being done at the one and the same 
time. 

Case 2,—This animal had colic during the subse- 
quent 24 hours, but otherwise made an uninterrupted 
recovery. 

Case 11.—Before operation this pony was quite 
unmanageable, and un this account come into the 
present owner’s bands for £7. Recovery was un- 
eventful, and within a few months the animal was 
regularly driven by a lady and sold for £22, all its 
troublesome habits having disappeared. 

Case 13.—On the first occasion (July 29th, 1899) 
thinking it to be an abnormally shaped testicle, I 
removed the epididymis only, finding it at the ex- 
treme top of the inguinal canal. The colt appeared 
quite cured of his troublesome habits for about six 
months and then became as bad as ever. In the 
spring of 1901 the animal became quite unmanage- 
able and dangerous ; a further operation was decided 
upon, 

On the 15th of June the abdomen was entered 
and a full sized, flabby testicle extracted. Recovery 
was uneventful and the colt has since been perfectly 
tractable and quiet. (More details of this case have 
already been given in The Veterinary Record, vol. xv., 
p- 190). 

Case 15.—This animal had had its pelvis fractured 
some nine months previously, and the owner knew 
of the increased risk on this account. After the 
Operation it was found that the pelvis was again dis- 
placed, and as the horse could not rise without assist- 
ance, the owner decided to have it shot. 

Case 18.—This animal was an hermaphrodite, 
having perfectly shaped and well developed mam- 
me with a perineum something like that of a mare 
with the exception that a small penis (about 9 inches 
long) emerged from the vulval orifice whenever 
Sexual excitement was caused. Full details and 
photographs of this case have already appeared in 
The Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeu- 
tics for December, 1899. 

Case 19.—This case was similar to No. 13. On 
the first occasion I only removed the epididymis, 
this being the only portion of the testicle in the 
canal. The animal was quiet for some months but 


eventually became very troublesome, and two years 
later a well formed testicle with the epididymis 
missing was removed from the abdomen. This 
testicle contained a mature specimen of the Strongy- 
lus armatus worm, and the details have already 
been reported (with an illustration) in The Veterinary 
Record for October 4th, 1902. Professor M’Fadyean 
was able to demonstrate, too, the presence of 
spermatozoa. 

Case 21.—This testicle was attached close uader 
the loins by a very short cord so that it was quite 
impossible to drag it into view and the ecraseur had 
to be introduced up the inguinal canal in order to 
get the chain over it. 

Case 27.—This animal was a freak of nature and 
had no testes at all. Death occurred from shock 
and exhaustion about two hours after the search had 
been given up. 

Full details of the post-mortem examination and 
illustration of the abnormality found have been pub- 
lished in The Journal of Comparative Pathology for 
March, 1900 

Cases 28, 29, and 30.—In each instance the des- 
cended testicle was fully one-third larger than 
normal. 

Case 31.—The left (abdominal) testicle weighed 
only 1 ounce 3 drachms, whilst the one which had 
descended weighed 10 ounces. 

Case 32.—The right testicle weighed only 1 ounce 
6 drachms, the left one 2 ounces 5 drachms. 

Case 35.—In this case the testicle had become 
degenerated into a cyst-like body about the size of a 
walnut and containing sebaceous material and a lot 
of calcareous matter. When incised a complete 
specimen of the strongylus armatus was discovered. 

Death occurred eleven days later from septicemia 
and full details of the post-mortem and other particu- 
lars have been published in The Journal of Compara- 
tive Pathology and Therapeutics for December, 1900. 

Case 37.—This testicle was very hard and cirrho- 
tic, the result of orchitis. 

Case 38.—This animal had been quiet and tract- 
able until the present year when she had been very 
troublesome and dangerous. The testicle (abdominal) 
weighed 5 ounces. The cord was abnormally short 
and the ecraseur had to be passed right into the 
abdomen in order to pass the chain over the testicle. 

Case 39.—This testicle was very flabby in consis- 
tency and weighed 43 ounces. It was about normal 
in size. 

Case 40.—This testicle weighed 1 ounce 5} drs. 

Case 41.—This testicle weighed 2 ounces if drs. 

Case 43.--This was the only case of the whole 
series which has died from peritonitis. The source 
of infection I am not quite clear about as the case 
was one of the simplest of its kind, and | do not 
think it took place at the time of operating. In fact 
all went splendidly until the eighth day afterwards, 
and at no time did the scrotum appear unduly 
swollen. Death occurred on the 2nd of Uctober, the 
post-mortem revealing the presence of about half a 
gallon of pus in the abdomen, the canal from the 
scrotum to the abdomen also containing a consider- 
able coating of it, shewing that the seat of infection 
was the inguinal wound. 
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No. of| Hidden Situati f th 
Case Date. Breed. | Age. Testicle minting eontiele. Other Testicle Remarks. 
1 | March 1898 Cob | Left Inguinal canal Had been removed 
2 |June 4, 1898 Hunter (24 years) Both | Inguinal canal See notes 
3 | July 1898 Pony — Right | Inguinal canal Had been removed en 
4 | July 1898 | Cart 3 years | Both Right one in inguinal 
| canal, left one in 
A the abdomen 
5 | July 1898 Cart 3 years Left Inguinal canal Had been removed — 
6 | October 1898 Cart 2 years Right | Inguinal canal Had been removed —— 
7 | Nov. 1898 Cart 3 years Left Inguinal cunal Had been removed — 
3 years Right | Abdomen Had been removed 
eb. 21, 189 ackne 3 years Left Abd ; i 
10 | Mar. 28, 1899 Cart 3 Right Hed ge 
11 | May 18, 1899 Pony 5 years Right | Inguinal canal Had been removed | Size of aleah sities 
12 | June 24, 1899 Pony 3 years | Left Inguinal canal Had been removed | Smaller than normal 
13 Cart years | Left Epididymis in canal,) Had been removed | See notes 
une 15, testicl 
14 | July 14,1899 Hackney 2 years Right In scrotum 
15 | July 20,1899 Cart (2 years Right | Inguinal canal ln scrotum See notes 
16 | July 20, 1899 Cart 5 years | Left Abdomen Had beeu r2moved ae 
= = year Abdomen Had been removed 
July 22, art 3 years | Bot I inal —_ 
19 ay Hunter Right Epididymis in canal,) Had been removed See 
: Sen. 30, | testicle in abdomen 
4 Sept. 12, 1899 Cart 5 years Right Abdomen Had been removed — 
years Abdomen Had been removed | See notes 
> : co eal 4 years | Le t Abdomen Had been removed — 
9 Car 3 years | Leit Abdomen Had been removed 
24 Dec. 8, 1899 Cart 3 years Left Abdomen Had been removed —— 
8, years | Right | Inguinal canal In scrotum 
ec. 8, ackne 4 years Right i a 
27 Feb. 20, 1900 2 | Both See notes 
= May 1, 1900 Pony 2 years Right Inguinal canal In scrotum See notes 
= May 12, 1900 Cart 3 years | Right | Abdomen In gcrotum See notes 
= May 21, 1900 Pony 2 years Rght | Inguinal canal In scrotum Sé@e notes 
years | Left Abdomen In scrotum See notes 
ne 2, If art 2 Both i — 
uly 265, Cart 18 | Rig i 
35 | July 31,1500 Hackney 2 Lett Hed 
96 | Aus. 4) 1900 | Care | | a n removed | See notes 
37. | Aug. 23° ed 4 years Left | Abdomen Had been removed 
38 ao = a Pony ll years Left Inguinal caual Had been removed | See notes 
89 an, + - Shire 7 years Right | Abdomen Had been removed | See notes 
7 years | Left | Abdomen Had been removed | See notes 
rr Sent, eager a 17 years | Right | Abdomen Had been removed | See notes 
42 | Sent. years | Inguinal canal Had been removed |} See notes 
43 | Sept. 1900 | Cars canal Had been removed — 
4a | Gare | — canal In scrotum See notes 
45 19 1900 | Care Had been removed — 
46 | Oct. 12, 1900 Pony 3 years | Left 
47 | Oct. 12° 1900 | Care omen In scrotum 
48 | Nov. 3, 1900) Carri 
49 | Nov. 5 10001 4 yrs. Inguinal canal Had been removed | See notes 
50 | Nov. 17, 1900 | Hackney : _— | re Abdomen Had been removed | See notes 
51 | Dec. 1900| Cart | 
52 | Jan. 18, 1901 | Thoroughbred | 3 years | 
58 | Feb. 11. 1901 | Gart ; years | eft Inguinal canal Had been removed —— 
54 | May 20, 1901 | Cart years Abdomen been removed — 
55 |June 5. 1901 |Cart years | Abdomen Had been removed 
£6 | Jane 11, 1901|Heckney 2 years | Hoth’ | Left eeaticte in abdo| 
| Stic.e in abdo- See notes 
57 June, 15, 1901 | Th ; men, right in canal 
58 June 15, 1901 | _In serotum 
59 | June 21, 1901 | Cart 8 years | Inguinal canal 
60 | June 21; 1901 | Hackney years | ee Abdomen Very short cord 
61 | July 1; 1901| Pony years | t | Inguinal canal Had been removed 
62 Aug. 1, 1901 | Hackney | | 4 Inguinal canal In scrotum — 
63 Sept. 17, 1901 | Hackney ; — Riche Inguinal canal Had been removed | See notes 
64 Sept. 17, 1901 | Hackney = 4 t Inguinal canal In scrotum — 
65 Sept. 24, 1901 | Thoroughbred 2 years Both | 
Bo ight one 1n cord, 
66 ; | left one in abd 
67 : years Inguinal canal Had been removed | See notes 
68 18, 1902 | Shire heey Abdomen Had been removed — 
69 March 1902 | Cart | 8 years | Richt Bee notes 
70 April 1902 | Hackney '3years Right ped 
71 July 25, 1902 | Shire | Sue nates 
72 Aug. 26, 1903 | Car Sight ~=Abdomen Had been remov au 
| years, Right Abd 
73 | Aug. 26, 1902 | Cart fio omen Had been removed 
74 Aug. 27, 1902 | Cart 9 Left Inguinal canal In scrotum 
75 | Aug. 27, 1902 | Cart 5 years | Right | oe Had been removed | See notes 
76 Oct. 17, 1902 | Cart years | Right | Inguinal ¢ 
} nguinal canal Had been removed — 
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Case 45.—-These testicles had abnormally short 
cords, requiring the ecraseur chain to be passed into 
the abdomen before they could be removed. 

Case 48.—This testicle was situated at the extreme 

upper portion of the inguinal canal and a micros- 
copical examination by Professor M’Fadyean revealed 
the presence of spermatozoa. 
Case 49.—This colt was very fat and a gross 
feeder. Having been deprived of manger food on 
the previous day and, unluckily, not tied up to the 
rack he had eaten a lot of the bedding straw. This 
caused some little delay in finding the testicle. The 
latter when examined microscopically by Professor 
M’Fadyean was found to contain spermatozoa 

Case 50.—This was a freak of nature. The colt 
had been bred by the owner and had never been 
operated upon. There was one enormous testicle 
present in the right side of the scrotum. It weighed 
124 ounces and measured six inches from end to end, 
being nine inches in circumference around the centre. 
On exploration of the left side the abdomen was 
entered but no testicle or trace of testicle could be 
discovered. Tracing up the cord from the bulbous 
portion of the vas deferens on the side of the bladder 
a string-like representation of the cord which termi- 
nated in a little knob or button-like protuberance 
could be felt, but nothing else. After a search of 
nearly two hours the wound was sutured and the 
colt allowed to get up. A good deal of hemorrhage 
ensued and death occurred three days later princi- 
pally from this cause. On post-mortem examina- 
tion it was found that there was not, and never had 
been testicle on this side. More complete details and 
illustrations have already been published in The 
Journal of Comparaitve Pathology and Therapeutics 
for December, 1900. 

Case 56.—This colt was seen to serve ® mare on 
the 25th of March but she has not proved in foal. 
The left testicle was in the abdomen and the right 
one in the inguinal canal, neither being visible from 
the exterior. Professor M’Fadyean examined both 
of them and reported ‘I find a very small number 
of spermatozoa in the right and none in the left.” 
Case 62.—The right testicle was discovered at the 
extreme top of the inguinal canal and Professor 
M’Fadyean reported ‘I find that a few spermatozoa 
are present.” 

Cases 66 and 70.—In each of these cases the testi- 
cle was found in the lower part of the inguinal 
canal and contained a few spermatozoa (M’Fadyean). 

Case 68.—After a prolonged search the attempt to 
find the right testicle was given up, it being thought 
that possibly the case was similar to No. 50. For 
some months the horse was quiet but now the “ rig” 
propensities have returned. As, however, the horse 
is workable the owner will not at present consent to 
a further operation. 

Case 74.—In this instance I took away something 
from the top of the inguinal canal and allowed the 
patient to get up. At the time I thought I had got 
epididymis and, with the owner’s consent, it was ar- 
ranged that the wound should be allowed to heal and 
the effect observed. Recovery was uninterrupted, 
but the animal was “ rigging”’ as bad as ever ten 


abdomen was entered, and a flabby, undersized, but 
perfectly formed testicle, removed. In a portion of 
the epididymis there was a calcareous nodule about 
the size of a pin’s head. The horse is now as 
quiet as any ordinary gelding. What I really took 
away the first time I do not know unless it was a loop 
of cord which had come through the inguinal ring. 
It certainly was not epididymis nor was it a lymphatic 


gland. Cadiot, Hendrickx, Degive, Franck, and 
others have on several occasions observed this 
peculiarity. 


Case 75.—This case was similar to number 68. 
The left side was badly ruptured and this has since 
been successfully operated upon by Mr, W. C. 
Hazelton, M.R.C.V.S. The vas deferens of each 
side could be found without any difficulty, traction 
upon the left side pulling the left testicle towards the 
inguinal canal. On the right side the cord could be 
felt and traced up to its extremity, which appeared to 
blend almost imperceptibly into the peritoneum. Suf- 
ficient time has hardly elapsed yet to be able to state 
whether this is a case similar to No. 50 or not. 

Summary.—Summarising the above cases it will be 
seen that in all only four deaths occurred, three of 
the patients (cases 27, 35, and 50) being distinct 
freaks of nature, and the fourth death resulting from 
septic peritonitis. The latter (case 43) was a very 
simple inguinal “rig’’ and I have been unable to 
definitely trace the source of infection. Another 
animal, operated upon with the same instrument a 
few minutes afterwards, but taken to a different farm 
to be looked after, never gave cause for the slightest 
anxiety. 

The Affected Side. — In 86 instances the right 
testicle alone was missing, whilst in 29 the left was 
the offending crgan. Eleven had both concealed. 

Position of the testicle-—In 89 instances the organ 
was found in the abdomen, 48 being in the inguinal 
canal. In two (cases 27 and 50) the testicle was 
entirely absent, and in two others (cases 68 and 75) 
it was not found after a prolonged search, although 
the subsequent. manner of one patient leads to the 
conclusion that it must be there in some form or other. 

One of these will probably be operated upon again 
if ‘‘rig’’ propensities are shown; the chance of a 
post-mortem examination upon the other at a future 
date is being eagerly looked forward to, as the owner 
is able to work the animal and does not desire further 
surgical interference. 

As a rule the testicle, when found, was very flabby 
to the touch and smaller in size than normal. The 
latter was not, however, necessarily the case, al- 
though it was usually marked where the other was 
present in the scrotum. 

The horses were equally troublesome whether the 
concealed testicle happened to be in the inguinal 
canal or the abdomen, and the change in demeanour 
after having been operated upon was in each instance 
most marked. 

Excision of the Epididymis alone.—Cases 18 and 
19 are good illustrations of the necessity for the re- 
moval of the whole of the testicle, and show that 
mere excision of the epididymis does not deprive the 
patient of sexual instinct or vicious propensity. They 


days later. Three weeks after the first operation the 


were also typical instances to prove that the epididy- 
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Fig. I.—Illustration showing a typical case of difference in size. 
found in the scrotum and weighe 


(Case 31.) 


Fig.2 Showing the abnormal shape sometimes assumed by a testicle 
retained in the abdomen. 


mis is sometimes in the inguinal canal, whilst the 
body of the testicle still remains in the abdominal 
cavity. 

Fertility.—The question of the procreative power of 
cyptorchids bas been raised on several occasions and 
the solution seems to rest upon the position of the 
missing organ. It is well known that an animal 
with one testicle in the scrotum can usually get pro- 
geny, but when this has been removed or when both 
are out of sight the animal is usually sterile. If the 
testicle is wholly or only partially in the lowest por- 
tion of the canal, it may be fertile. 

That there may be spermatozoa in those found even 
some distance up the inguinal canal is shown by 
cases 48, 56, 62, 66, and 70, and cases 19 and 49 are 
of especial interest because they were taken direct 
from the abdominal cavity, and Prof. M’Fadyean dis- 
covered spermatozoa in them. The presence of 
spermatozoa, however, does not necessarily imply 
fertility as they may be immature specimens 


Case 56 is an illustration of this as the colt was 
known to have served a mare three months before 


the operation and spermatozoa were demonstrated from 
the right (inguinal) testicle. 


The right was 
ro ounces, the other in the abdomen Ioz. 3dr. 


Heredity.—It is a common impression 
amongst agriculturists and breeders of 
horses that the use ofa “rig” stallion 
in a district will cause the appearance in 
subsequent years of a certain percentage 
of ‘‘ colts. 

Probably this impression is correct, as 
defective conformations of either sire or 
dam are often transmitted; although, 
from actual facts as demonstrated by ex- 
perience amongst the above cases the 
enquiries made do not substantiate it 
beyond all doubt. Atavism, or throwing 
back to some previous grand-parent, 
ought also to be considered. Certainly 
some mares appear to be especially pre- 
disposed to produce ‘rig colts. Cases 
20 and 21, five years and three years old 
respectively, each with an undescended 
abdominal testicle, were out of the same 
mare but by different sires. Curiously 
enough, too, there was the coincidence 
of both being on the right side. Both the 
sires were well developed and no more 
- ‘rigs’? have been got by them in the 
neighbourhood. The dam has only had 
one other foal, that being a filly. The 
mare has no known “rig” relatives be- 
». sides her two offspring. 

Cases 15 (two year old, inguinal) 16 
(five year old, left abdominal), and 38 
(seven year old, right abdominal) were 
by the same stallion, but out of different 
mares. 

The dam of number 15 only bred two 
colts, and both were ‘“ rigs.” They were 
by the same sire. This sire, a cart 
stallion, has been in the present owner’s 
possession for 12 years. He is decidedly 
not a “rig” nor has he any known 
“rig” relatives, except as regards his 
own colts. With reference to them the owner wrote : 
‘* We have bred quite 15 colts from this particular 
sire and four of these were ‘rigs.’ We have heard 
of no “rig” colts amongst the stock of the other 
farmers who have used him as a stallion. We have 
the stallion now and he isa sure foal getter although 
17 years old.” 

The fact that two out of the four were from the 
same mare is certainly, when added to cases 20 and 
21, worth special observation. 

Season of the year.—It will be seen that the opera- 
tions were done at all seasons of the year. Provided that 
the colt has not to be exposed to inclement weather 
afterwards and cango into a clean warm box for a few 
days if the weather is bad, the time of year need 
scarcely be taken into consideration. 


Tue Brurat Ripe.—In reply to a question in the 
House of Commons by Mr. Jacoby, Mr. Brodrick said 
that a lieutenant of the Royal Field Artillery did take 
part in the ride from Brussels to Ostend after duly 
obtaining leave to travel abroad for this purpose. 

_ Lostructions have since been issued by the Commander- 
in-Chief to the general officers in command that he is 
opinion that British officers should not take part in these 
competitions, as he faild to see that any good result could 
ensue from them. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PrropiasMosis IN THE Doc. 


Ricard says there are two clinical forms of this 
malaria. One short and sharp, almost invariably 
fatal, the other not so acute and generally amenable 
to treatment. The first begins with a rise of tem- 
perature to about 40 C. for two or three days then 
falling below normal to 33 C., with several rises and 
falls, the final fall being gradual. In young dogs 
which are affected suddenly ‘the initial rise of tem- 
perature is absent, and after the onset of the attack 
the fall is steady until death. 

Loss of appetite and wasting continue throughout 
the course of the illness') The mucous membranes 
are pallid and slightly icteric at the commencement 
of the fever. Tetanus, however, is not always present, 
though frequently found in the sclerotic and skin. 
Breathing is accelerated 36--48 p.m., heavy and 
painful; pulse frequent 120—160 p.m., small, 
thready, and intermittent; sometimes uncontrol- 
lable vomiting of a mucous greenish character. 
Palpation reveals hypertrophy of the spleen, not 
however constant; general sensitiveness dulled ; 
from the first difficulty in locomotion extending to 
paralysis, especially during the hyperthermal stage 
when paraplegia is often complete, on the approach 
of death coma sets in and the patient passes quietly 
away. Only once has Ricard noticed convulsions of 
a tetanic character. From the first the urine is 
albuminous, often dark red or black and coffee- 
coloured, like hemoglobinuria rather than hema- 
turia. The discoloration occurs shortly after the 
invasion of the red corpuscles by the parasites, but 
when the disease is of some standing}it changes to an 
icteric color, and is not always constant. The urine 
is acid and contains bile pigment, very rarely alkaline 
or neutral. The blood is watery and slowly coagu- 
lates into loose masses, the serum being more or less 
red or yellow. Hemoglobin diminishes from 12 to 

per cent. The white corpuscles are double or 
triplein number. The acute form ends in death in 
two or three days. The slower form is compatible 
with severe progressive anwmia, weakness with 
fever, but rarely hemoglobinuria or icterus. 

Fever when present does not exceed 40 C. and 
lasts 48 hours of the attack. Only in one case was a 
real quartan fever recognised. Generally fever is 
absent or very slight. This form lasts three to six 
weeks, and is curable. 

Hemoglobinuria is rare, albuminuria very slight, 
and the urine occasionally gives an acid reaction. 
As in the acute form, after the fall in temperature 
the parasites diminish in number and disappear. 
From 25 to 80 days after the red corpuscles increase 
10 number but the normal standard is only regained 
after two or three months. F requently the leucocy- 
tes are stuffed with parasites, which is rare in the 
acute form. The red corpuscles have a larger 


diameter than usual, lighter in colour, and polynucle- 
ate. As cure progresses they become more normal. | p 

In both acute and chronic forms the hsematozoon 
resembles that of bovine malaria. The parasite is easy 


| to fina, a cover glass preparation of the blood fixed 
| with alcohol ether, and absolute alcohol is coloured 
with phenicated thionin ; half a minute after it is 
washed and dried and examined witn 5-6000 diameter 
power. The blood corpuscles are a pale green and 
the parasites a distinct blue or with a pale blue in- 
terior. Each affected corpuscle contains one large 
round parasite and from 2-16 very small ones, irregu- 
lzrly polyhedral racely pyriform. 

In the acute form the parasites are numerous, in 
the chronic they are rare and escape detection. If 
examined in a warm chamber the parasites show an 
amoeboid movement which is lost after a febrile 
period. They are also found free in the plasma. 

At the onset there is only one big round parasites 
in each corpuscle, later they become more 
numerous. 

Reproduction occurs by division which is most 
active during the febrile periods. 

The pathological anatomy is: Yellowness more or 
less throughout the whole body, generally hypertro- 
phy of the spleen, especially in the slow form. Liver 
congested, but little altered, gall bladder distended 
with thick dark bile; kidneys congested and pete- 
chial. Apoplectic foci scattered about the lungs, 
especially in young animals which succumb rapidly 
one finds pulmonary cedema. Pericardium contains 
a small quantity of sero-sanguinolent fluid and is 
often petechial. The medulla of the bones highly 
congested. The blood as described above, the great 
vessels contain soft clots bathed in a reddish serum 
rich in hemoglobin. 

The disease may be suspected in anemic animals 
or those suffering from jaundice or hemoglobinuria, 
those upon which ticks are found. 

When the parasite exists in the blood the disease 
may be transmitted by subcutaneous injection, or 
intra-venous or intra muscular. 

In the mild form, however, the blood is less viru- 
lent and generally produces a mild form. Asa rule 
the parasites appear 48 hours after intravenous inocu- 
lation, whereas. by intra-muscular or hypodermic 
inoculation the period of incubation is five or six 
days. 

In acute cases death occurs three days after the 
appearance of the blood. Small dogs die in two 
days. 

In the chronic form the duration is 30 to 60 days. 
Blood kept in the dark keeps its virulence for 25 
days. 

The tick which is the most frequent host is 
Dermacantor reticulatus. 

Morphologically the hzmatozoon is identical with 
that of bovines, but the latter does not develop in the 
dog. 

At 27° indefibrinated blood an intense phagocyto- 
sis occurs. The parasite assumes a globular shape 
and the nuclei become central. 

Dogs which have recovered from either the natural 
or inoculated disease remain immune. 

Virulent blood mixed with 8-5 vol. of serum from 
a recovered dog remained inactive but did not 
rotect. 

Whether the serum simply possesses a micro- 
bicide action or not is uncertain. A strong dose of 
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serum from a recovered dog possesses preventive quali- 
ties but the immunity is not lasting. It has a cura- 
tive action too. 

Salts of quinine and arrhenal (metil-arseniate 
disodic) which answet in marsh fever in man, are 
useless in the acute form for which no remedy has 
been discovered, but produce good results in the mild 
form.— Recueil de Méd. Vét. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held at the Royal Hotel, Southampton, 
on Thursday the 9th October, the following gentlemen 
being present: Messrs. J. F. Simpson, Maidenhead ; 
J. T. King, Bournemouth ; C. Pack, Lymington; F. 
Spencer, hon. sec., Basingstoke ; and E. Whitley Baker, 
hon, treas., Winborne. Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel J. A. Nunn, 
D.S.O., C.LE., F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E., Deputy Director 
General of the Army Veterinary Department, who had 
kindly undertaken to read a paper, was also present. 

At the request of Mr. Baker, seconded by Mr. King, 
and with general consent, the chair was taken by Mr. 
Simpson. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and copn- 
firmed. 

THe VictortA BENEVOLENT Funp. 


Mr. Pack inquired if any one knew what was the 
— of the appeal on behalf of the Victoria Benevolent 

und. 

Colone! NUNN said he saw Mr. Barrett yesterday and 
learned from him that £50 more was wanted to complete 
the fund. 

The Hon. TREASURER said the two guineas which 
this Association voted had not yet been sent. He 
intended sending two from the Association and two from 
himself. 

The CHAIRMAN: 
finances ? 

The Hon. TREASURER: We have £3 6s., and when 
we have paid that two guineas and other expenses in- 
curred we shall be on the wrong side. 

The CuatrMAN : Lam afraid we are not in a position 
as an Association to do any more. 

Colonel NuNN said he understood that the donor had 
agreed to extend the time for raising the requisite 
amount. 

Mr. Kine: Then no doubt it will be secured, 

The Hon, Sec. read a letter from the President, Mr. 
E. R. Harding, of Salisbury, also a telegram, explaining 
that he could not attend through pressure of business. 
He had also received letters ur telegrams regretting in- 
ability to attend from Messrs. H. Jeffries, J.B. Martin 
©. Carter, T. B. Goodall, F. W. Wragg: Professors 
Pritchard and Hobday ; Messrs. Todd, Wood, and © 
Uolebrook. 

e also read a letter, dated 28th July, from 
Hon. A. F. Jeffreys, M.P., acknowledging rr ny Fe 
letter from him concerning Army Veterinary Officers 
— as to inquire into the matter about which 
e wrote. 


What is the condition of our 


THE SANITARY CONGREss. 


The Hon. Sec. read the following report forw 
him by the President on the of the 
Institute, which he was delegated to attend :— . 
“Gentlemen,—At your request I attended the Sani- 
tary Institute Congress held at Manchester on the 9th 
10th, and 11th of September last, and had the honour 


resent under the presidency of Mr. W. A. Taylor. 
ERCYS. who, in his introductory address, remarked 
that notwithstanding the fact that the knowledge of 
the transmissibility of disease from ani.aals to man can 
be traced back to the early and middle ages, many 
countries including our own neglected to take requisite 
precautions in the formulation of laws calculated to 
prevent such transmission. A notable laggard was this 
country, but it was now awakening to its sense of 
responsibility. It was his opinion that the inspection 
of cowsheds and dairies, abattoirs, and slaughter houses, 
and meat should be in the hands of trained experts. 

Mr. T. Eaton Jones, Veterinary Superintendant and 
Chief Veterinary Inspector for the City of Liverpool 
read a paper on “The Veterinary Supervision of Ani- 
mals and its Relation to Public Health.” He submitted 
that the control of a department relating to the diseases 
of animals should, by the rules of common sense 
under the management of experts, and expert advice 
always employed in investigating outbreaks of disease 
which were not only dangerous to animal life but were 
also inimical to the well-being of the community. 

Dr. Hime, of Bradford, condemned the appointment 
of bricklayers, plumbers, etc., to the post of sanitary_in- 
spectors, and asked how was it possible for such men to 
protect the public against the unscrupulous sale of 
diseased animals for food, or prevent the unjust con- 
demnation of valuable carcases. 

Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, of Manchester, referred to 
the sale of carcases for human consumption which were 
seriously diseased and which were disposeg of in such a 
way that the effects could not be traced. But could they 
not find them in the presence of rickety, ill-formed, and 
anemic children in the poorer parts of large cities. He 
condemned the situation of the Manchester abattoirs 
which were erected between two opea sewers—the 
rivers Medlock and Irwell. 

Mr. Munro, of Altrincham, advocated the keeping of a 
register of all animals suffering from tuberculosis in its 
worst forms. 

Mr. Laithwood, of Congleton, suggested the compul- 
sory of all forms in order to bring about more sanitary 
conditions. 

Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, Veterinary Inspector to the Man- 
chester Corporation, urged that efforts should be made 
to bring about the eradication of tuberculosis in cattle, 
and that measures should be taken to bring abcut sani- 
tary reforms in the farms. 

Mr. Lloyd, of Sheffield, and other gentlemen having 
spoken, Mr. Jones briefly replied. 

Mr. Alfred Holburn, Chief Veterinary Inspector to 
the Manchester Corpuration, next read a paper on 
“Meat Inspection and the Sanitary Control of some 
Human and Animal Diseases,” referring to Anthrax, 
Glanders, Rabies, Tuberculosis, Actinomycosis, Foot- 
and mouth Disease, also diseases caused by animal para- 
sites. He said that Koch’s proposition that human 
tuberculosis differs from bovine and cannot be trans- 
mitted to cattle has been already frustrated by the ex- 
periments of that most eminent authority, Professor 
Delépine, Owen’s College, during the latter part of last 
summer, with which he was associated. 

Dr. Hime, of Bradford, and several other gentlemen 
contributed to the discussion. 

Mr. W. Hunting, of London, read a paper on “Two 
Diseases cf Man due Solely to Animal Contagion— 
Rabies and Glanders.” He said that glanders is only 
credited with the destruction of five human beings per 
annum, but it is most probable that tifty would be a more 
correct number ; the course of the disease was short, a 
symptoms usually obscure, and that many were not diag- 
nosed. He referred to the stamping out of rabies, a0 
said we should keep it out by the restrictions upon 1m 
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against glanders as effective as those against rabies is a 
provision dealing with “in-contact ” cases. 

Prof. Nocard, of Paris, took part in the discussion, and 
expressed his surprise that the authorities of this coun- 
try should have been so apathetic with regard to glan- 
ders. England had shown what she could do with 
pleuro-pneumonia, rabies, and foot-and-mouth disease, 
and it remained for the authorities to deal with 
glanders. 

The Conference resolved to recommend the Council of 
the Institute to express its opinion that justice and ex- 
—— required that compensation should be paid to 

utchers and farmers for carcases seized on account of 


~ tuberculosis when the animal showed no disease during 


life. The hope was also expressed that greater care 
would be devoted by central and local authorities to 
these diseases uf animals which by transmission to man 
caused suffering or death such as anthrax, rabies and 
glanders. 

A cordial vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman, 
and the Conference concluded. 

The CHAIRMAN said the report was a very interesting 
one, and he thought the meeting would desire to thank 
the President for attending the Congress and for his re- 


rt. 

A vote of thanks was passed on the proposition of Mr. 
Pack, seconded by Mr. King. Mr. King took the oppor- 
tunity of remarking that he thougbt it should go forth 
from this meeting that attendance at Congresses and 
meetings like this did a great amount of good. A little 
time ago they read that it was the opinion of some people 
that Congresses and meetings of this kind did no good, 
but he thought it was amply shown in many ways that 
they were most valuable tothe profession. (Hear, hear.) 
They met together and compared ideas, and they were 
never too old to learn. 


THE ArMy VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. J. T. Krye called attention to a notice which ap- 
peared in Zhe London Gazette of the 7th October relat- 
ing to the Imperial Yeomanry in South Africa and stat- 
ing that Temporary Veterinary-Captain J. P. Spanton 
relinguished his commission and was granted the honor- 
ary rank of Veterinary-Captain in the Army, with per- 
mission to wear the uniform of the corps. It was re- 
quired by Act 431 of the Royal Warrant, 1900, that every 
candidate for the Army Veterinary Department should 

ssess the diploma of the Royal College of Veterinary 

urgeons, and paragraph 40 of the Regulations for the 
Yeomanry Cavalry also required that every candidate 
for the appointment of Veterinary Officer must be a 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Captain Spanton not being a member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, he moved that the attention 
of the War Office and of the College be called to this 
irregularity. 

Mr. Pack: Is the appointment of a Veterinary Cap- 
tain of the Yeomanry the same as in the Army ? 

he CuHarrMan: Veterinary Officers of Yeomanry 
fiments must also possess the diploma. 
he proposition was seconded by Mr. Baker, who also 
Suggested that they should ask the War Office how this 
irregularity came about. It must either be a slip or an 
overlooking of their rghts as members of the 
ti bi Hon. Szc. said he knew a gentleman who prac- 
ised within ten miles of Basingstoke who possessed an 
merican diploma, and who went to South Africa and 
got a Commission as veterinary officer. 


The Cuarrman : I beli 
Placed in charge. believe many unqualified men were 
A motion was then agreed to, and the Secretary was 


requested to 
and the —— the same to the Royal College 


PRESENTATION TO Mr. Pack. 


The CHAIRMAN said the next item on the agenda 
should rightly have been brought to their notice by the 
President, and he was sorry that gentleman was absent 
because he felt sure it would have afforded him great 
pleasure. In the absence of the President it devolved 
upon him to ask this meeting to recognise the services 
which Mr. Pack had for so many years rendered to the 
Association. Mr. Pack had served this Association as 
Secretary for eleven years. He well remembered the day 
when he accepted the office. During all these years he 
had carried on most successfully the secretarial duties in 
connection with the Assuciation. He had been a plucky 
secretary, for, whether it was due to the geographical 

osition ot the meeting places being unfavourable to a 
arge number of the members, or whether it was due to 
any other cause, it was nevertheless a fact that the meet- 
ings of the Association had been very sparsely attended. 
Under these circumstances the Secretary must have been 
exceedingly plucky and must have had his heart 
thoroughly in the work he had to carry 0n ; otherwise 
he thought that on many occasions he would have been 
disheartened, and would have given his attention to 
work of a more paying or more appreciated nature. But 
he laboured on. He felt sure that Mr. Pack did not 
resign his position from any feeling that his services were 
not fully appreciated by them. He believed that it was 
solely with the desire to make room for a younger man, 
although age up to the present time had not troubled 
Mr. Pack very much. Probably there was another 
reason, namely, that he desired some variety of occupa- 
tion, and felt that the time had arrived when he might 
come and sit down at the meeting-table without being 
bothered with all the details and anxieties of a secretary. 
When it was suggested that Mr. Pack’s services should be 
recognised the idea flew like wildfire amongst the mem- 
bers ; and he felt sure that the gentlemen who collected 
the subscriptions would bear out his statement that the 
responses to the suggestion were very oy and im- 
mediate. It must be gratifying to Mr. Pack to know 
how many subscribers there were to this small present 
which they were about to ask him to accept. As they 
were losing Mr. Pack from the post of Secretary they 
desired to convey to him their heartiest wishes for his 
future prosperity. They hoped that he might be able to 
attend their meetings as regularly as he had done in the 
past. It had been.brought to his notice to-day that out 
of thirty-one meetings the Society hed held Mr. Pack 
had attended no fewer than thirty. (Applause). That, he 
thought, was sufficient proof of the interest their late 
Secretary had taken in the welfare of the Society. In 
trying to select a suitable present one very often failed 
ignominiously and offered to the gentleman they desired 
to honour something which he did not care for in the 
slightest degree except as an expression of goodwill. But 
in this matter he had ventured to go a little diplo- 
matically to work, and by a system of detection had de- 
cided at any rate the style of gift that would be accept- 
able to both Mrs. and Mr. Pack. He hoped that they 
would not only approve the selection which had been 
made, but that they would be able to endorse by their 
applause the few words he had said in commendation of 
Mr. Pack. (Applause). The Chairman concluded by ask- 
ing Mr. Pack to accept, on behalf of the members of the 
Association, a silver cake-stand and a set of silver- 
mounted carvers, together with a framed address, which 
he hoped Mr. Pack would not be ashamed to give a place 
to in one of his rooms, in order that his family and his 
many friends might see how much his services were 
appreciated while he was their Secretary. 

The address bore at its head the arms of the College, 
and on the left border the year 1902, the initials of the 
Association, and Mr. Pack’s initials enclosed within a 
wreath. It read as follows :— 
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To Pack, Esa., M.R.C.V.S., Lymington. 
The undersigned, on behalf of the members of the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Medical Association, beg 
your acceptance of the accompanying memento of their 
esteem and regard, and as a slight mark of their great 
appreciation of the valuable services rendered by you for 
the past ten years as their Secretary. 
E. R. Harpine, President. 
F, Spencer, Secretary. 


Mr. Pack said that he found it difficult to reply to 
all the nice things that had been said regarding himself 
by their Chairman. He could assure them that when he 
relinquished the post of Secretary —not because he wished 
to, but because he had to—one of the last things that 
entered his mind was any such recognition of his services. 
He had always taken a great interest in the Association, 
as his record of attendances showed. He had attended 
meetings when no other person had turned up, and meet- 
ings at which there had been only one or two—not 
sufficient to form a quorum. At the same time he always 
maintained that these meetings were owe of the main- 
stays of the profession. (Hear, hear). They did not get 
the notabilities attending these meetings that they had 
in the Midlands, where the numbers were greater. Still, 
they got some good men down. One of the mainstays of 
the profession was the literature of the profession, and 
these Associations furnished a great deal of that litera- 
ture. In papers and discussions they got opinions ad- 
vanced and handed on one to another, forming food for 
the wind and making one always a student. (Hear, hear). 
To give an instance: He was speaking not six munths 
ago toa member of their Association who said he thought 
it was not much good attending these meetings ; he did 
not seem to learn much. Within five minutes that same 
gentleman was telling him that he had several cases of 
pneumonia oo hand, that he had been using iodide of 
potassium rather freely and liked it very much. He asked 
this gentleman where he got the idea from, and he re- 
plied, “Oh! Professor mooted it at one of our 
meetings.” He told this gentleman this was an instance 
in point of his getting information at these meetings. 
(Hear, hear). Besides the business side there was the 
social side. (Hear, hear). He was positive that these 
meetings tended to increase sociability, They rubbed 
shoulders together ; old sores were forgotten ; and new 
friendships were made that were not easily dropped. 
Although they were not so numerous in membership 
as in some other counties, for dowaright hearty good 
fellowship he thought they took second place to none. 
(Hear, hear). He thanked them all very heartily for these 
nice presents. He hoped the cake basket and the carvers 
would be useful to him fur many years to come. Above 
all he valued the address. He should give it a permanent 
place in his home and he hoped they would all call some 
day and see it hanging there. (Applause). 


THE Next MEETING. 


The Secretary stated that Mr. Wild, of Woking 
had promised a paper for the next meeting in December 
if it was held in Basingstoke. 

It was stated that although the rules specified that the 
Association should meet quarterly, it had not been the 
of to a meeting in December. However, 
it was resolved on the proposition of Mr. Baker, sec 
by Mr. King, that Mr. Wild’s offer be accepted, wr 


a meeting be held at Basingstoke either on the - 
11th of December. . e 4th or the 


REPRINTING OF RULEs. 
The Secretary stated that the rules wanted revisi 
He had only two copies left. ae 
The CHAIRMAN suggested that it should be put on the 
agenda for the next meeting to read, and if considered 
necessary, to alter the rules, If alterations were sug- 


gested it was usual to refer them to a Committee with 
instructions to report at the following meeting. 

To this the meeting agreed. 

The CuarrMAN then said the Association was bonoured 
to-day by the presence of Colonel Nunn, who had kindly 
consented to read a paper on the subject of “ Poisoning 
in Animals. With the great experience Colonel Nunn 
had had, not only in England but abroad, he would be 
able, no doubt, to entertain them with a most interesting 

aper. 

Saved NunN explained that his paper should have 
had a somewhat different title, as it was really more con- 
cerned with the collection of the viscera of animals 
which were suspected to have been poisoned. 


POISONING IN ANIMALS. 
Vet. Lt.-Col. J. A. Nunn, D.S.O., F.R.C.VS. 


In wost cases of sudden or unusual deaths, especially 
if the victim 1s a dog ur small pet animal, suspicion is 
aroused of poison, either accidental or malicious, and 
the owner often resolves on having an analysis made. It 
frequently happens that the post mortem in the case of 
the larger animals is performed by the owner himself, or 
the knacker, and with dogs and small ones by the game- 
keeper, groom or handy man. The making of a post 
mortem examination for forensic purposes so that reliable 
evidence may be given before a court is one in which 
skill has to be exercised and even in collecting the viscera 
for analysis the crude efforts of the amateur may through 
ignorance completely frustrate the chemist. e 

The public have but little idea of the technique of an 
analysis, but when it is remembered that many poisons 
after they enter the stomach are completely destroyed by 
the action of the gastric fluids before they act, that by 
various processes such as distillation, burning and chem- 
ical reagents, they have to be separated from the tissues 
often in a totally changed form, it will be understood 
that any accidental contamination of the substances to 
be examined may cause a misleading or negative result. 
This is especially the case with some of the alkaloids 
such as strychnia and morphia, and it also, though for 
different reasons, applies to volatile poisons such as 
chloroform, ammonia and hydrocyanic acid. 

An analysis fur an unknown poison is a long and com- 
plicated process, and if when the viscera are forwarded 
some indication can be given as to what is suspected, the 
analyst can test for this particular poison or group of 
poisons alone, thereby saving himself much time and 
trcuble and his client some expense. <A few simple rules 
if observed will much facilitate all this. On openiag the 
stomach or intestines notice if there are any white fumes 
ora smell of garlic given off, which will indicate the 
presence of phosphorus, an ingredient of many of the rat 
and beetle pastes sold. There may be seen, if the exam- 
ination is made immediately after death, and if there is 
a large quantity present and the material is brought into 
a dark place, in some cases the well-known phosphorescent 
light may be given off. If the different viscera are separ- 
ately packed in the manner to be described no harm is 
done by opening them. In fact, an intelligent observer 
will be able to give valuable evidence by noting their 
appearance in the fresh state. If, however, there is any 
difficulty in disposing of them, or if two cr more organs 
have to be put into the same receptacle, they should be 
left intact. 

If they are opened the folds and pockets should be 
carefully examined to see if there are any pieces of solid 
substances collected in them, such as portions of matches, 
solid particles of arsenic, corrosive sublimate, oxide 0 
mercury, or red iodide of mercury, scales of cantharides, 
husks and hairs of seeds, such as nox vomica, may be also 
detected and throw much light on an obscure case. | 
case of poisoning camels with oleander in northern India 
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was detected in this manner and the culprits brought to 
justice. 

. Such substances should be carefully picked out, 
separated, put into clean new pill boxes and carefully 
labelled where they have been taken from. They can 
then be separately examined and may at once confirm 
the suspicions of any suspected poison. The colour of 
the contents of the stomach and intestines should be 
noted. Salts of copper will give a blue or green. Lndi- 
go, which is used to colour rat paste, a dark blue, and 
picric acid a yellow colour. 

The smell may give valuable assistance, and for this 
reason the examination should be made as soon after 
death as possible. Most persons are aware of the odour 
of choroform, iodoform, alchol, ether, carbolic and acetic 
acids, nicotine, iodine, and sulphurretted hydrogen 
which has the characteristic smell of bad eggs. 

Several glass jars should be provided, if possible new. 
‘They should be thorougly washed out with dilute 
hydrochloric acid and afterwards with spirits of wine 
and allowed to dry. French prune or wide-mouthed 
pickle bottles answer well for small animals, but earthen- 
ware ones are objectionable on account of the lead in the 
glazing. Sealing wax, a seal, parchment paper, and new 
tight fitting bung corks are required. 

The body, if that of a small animal, should be 
opened on a clean table or plank. If that of a large one 
it should be pulled on to a pavement which has pre- 
viously been sluiced down with clean water, or if this is 
not practicable some clean planks should be placed 
beside it to receive the viscera when the abdomen is 
opened. The stomach and intestines should always be 
opened outside, never inside the body, and before the 
former is removed a string should be tied round the 
esophagus and two round the small intestines where 
they join the stomach, a couple of inches apart. The 
cesophagus should be divided above the single ligature 
and the intestine between the double ones; by this 
means the contents will be prevented from escaping. 
The stomach should be placed in a jar labelled No. 1, 
with the contents if it has been opened, ard at once 
sealed up. The small and large intestines should be 
separated and each placed in a different jar, Nos. 2 and 3. 
A double ligature shou!d be tied round the small intes- 
tine where it joins the large and cut between them, 
ny apes ligature should be tied round the rectum before 

is cut. 

If necessary, the cesophagus and pharynx may be re- 
‘moved and placed with the stomach. The liver or a 
portion of it and some of the blood which can be ob- 
tained from one of the large vessels or the heart should 
be placed in jar No.4. In cases of suspected poisoning 

y carbonic oxide gas from charcoal fumes the blood 
should be collected separately in a small bottle which 

as been previously cleaned in the same way as the jars, 
and closed with anew cork. Such cases, however, are 
‘not common in veterinary practice. 

The lungs, or a portion of them, and some of the 
muscles should be packed in jars 5 and 6. Of the latter 
about 1 lb. weight will be sufficient taken in proportion 
from the thighs, side of the chest, and diaphragm. 
Se kidneys and bladder can be put together in jar 
: e 7, but a tight ligature must be put round the neck 
° the latter to preserve its contents, and in jar No. 8 the 

rain and spinal cord. The corks should fit tightly and 
: : covered with a sheet of parchment paper tied round 
ym —_ the knot of which should be sealed. Each jar 
— e labelled stating the contents and the date and 
i sae removed from the body. The knot attaching the 

abel should also be sealed. 


_ Any suspected food or dejecta—particularly the latter 


vessels, and any medici 
‘bottles in which a be sealed up in the packets or 


It is not advisable to bring disinfectants into contact 


in like manner be placed in separate sealed . 


with the body, on account of the danger of the intro- 
duction of extraneous substances, and for the same 
reason the organs should not be placed in alcohol, which 
alters the composition of many poisons and renders their 
detection difficult, especially in the case of phos- 
phorous. 

These directions may seem somewhat complicated, 
but are not in reality, only a little method which well 
repays the extra trouble being required to carry them 
out. In veterinary practice it is in the vast majority of 
cases small animals—pets—that are the subjects of such 
inquiries, and my experience of such is that there is 
generally much feeling and resentment on the part of the 
owner, who is willing to go to some expense. 

I have not touched on the subject of the actual analy- 
sis, which is a separate matter. It is complicated, and 
although I do not for a moment suggest that we are not 
perfestly capable of performing it, as a matter of prac- 
tice it is usually better to leave it to a specialist. It re- 
quires a properly equipped laboratory and much time, 
and the facilities are never so great that it is not worth 
the practitioner’s while undertaking it himself, when he 
can get it done for a comparatively moderate fee in most 
large towns. Furthermore, if the case comes into court 
the evidence of an independent person who has no con- 
nection with either plaintiff or defendant carries more 
weight with a jury. 

The subject of veterinary toxicology is one that has 
been somewhat neglected, and for obvious reasons is not 
so important as with human beings, and [ only know two 
works devoted to this special branch, viz, that of MM. 
Mosselman and Harbrant, of Brussels, and M. Stourbe, of 
Alfort, but they are in French and have not yet, as far 
as I am aware, been translated into English. 

Gentlemen, I must thank you for the courteous way 
you have received this short paper, and trust that you 
will not only criticise my remarks but add something to 
what in the future will, I am convinced, be not only 
an important but a lucrative branch of veterinary 
science, 

Before sitting down I must express the honour I feel 
in having been invited by your president to address you 
to-day. Ihad not the pleasure of his personal acquaint- 
ance nor of any member of the Society, and I feel that 
the compliment paid to me by your invitation is there- 
fore all the greater on that account. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. BAKER said he did not know why he was selected 
to begin, as he was neither the oldest nor the most com- 
etent to address the Society. It had afforded him—as 
it had, he felt sure, afforded all of them—a great deal of 
pleasure to listen to Colonel Nunn’s very practical paper. 
He must admit that in the past he had not taken half 
the precautions in making post mortem examinations 
that Colonel Nunn advised. At the same time he fully 
recognised the necessity or advisabilicy of every pre- 
caution being taken and every detail observed in the 
investigations they had to make. In advising them to 
put the bodies of small animals on a clean board and 
those of horses or larger animals on a pavement, if they 
had one handy, he presumed Colonel Nuan thought, as 
every practitioner did, that it was advisable that they 
should have, as far as possible, cleanliness and freedom 
from external contamination. The advice he gave them 
to make the examination as soon as possible after death 
none of them could take exception to, for they knew how 
quickly poisonous substances would undergo decomposi- 
tion and alteration of form and character. It was 
particularly advisable to take a portion of the liver as 
that was an organ which showed marked evidence of the 
resence of many poisonous substances. Colonel Nunn 

| had gone far beyond any advice he had heard in the past 
‘on this subject and he really felt incompetent to make 
' any further suggestions. He should like to thank Col. 
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Nunn for his kindness in coming here and he was sorry 
so few members of the Association were present to show 
their appreciation of the trouble he had taken. ; 

Mr. J. T. Kine said he thought it was exceedingly 
kind of Colonel Nunn to come here to-day and give them 
this interesting paper.’ The subject of poisoning in ani- 
mals was an important one, and the way Colonel Nunn 
had presented it to them had been not only instructive 
but interesting. There was one thing that struck him 
with regard to pet animals and small animals generally. 
It was a curious thing that whenever a dog or a pet 
animal died suddenly and without apparent cause, 1t was 
immediately attributed to poisoning. He had made post 
mortem examinations of animals which were supposed to 
have been poisoned, carefully examining the bodies— 
though not so carefully as Colonel Nunn had advised—- 
to see if he could find in the viscera or other organs any 
signs of poisoning, and in many cases the results have 
been quite negative. He had sometimes taken the 
trouble to send them to their old friend Professor Tuson 
who had gone, in cases where the owners felt positive 
that the dog or cat had been poisoned, but the result haa 
been nil. He thought that in many cases the supposition 
that an animal had been poisoned would not be borne 
out. It would be wise, as Colonel Nunn had suggested, 
to examine the organs in the dark to see if there was any 
clue to phosphorus poisoning. He might mention a case 
which occurred in his practice only last week. A pet dog 
—a Maltese terrier—was perfectly well on the evening of 
feeding, and the next morning it was found dead in the 
kennel. He made a careful examination of every part 
of the body but he failed to find the cause of death. The 
owner was not willing to have the parts analysed or 
possibly poison might have been found or some clue given 

as to the cause of death. 

Mr. C. Pack said that if one of the Professors of the 
College were here he would say that this had been an 
excellent paper on post-mortems but there was not much 
in it about poisoning. The post-mortem side of the 
a had been excellently set forth by Colonel Nunn. 

or the last few years he had taken more care over his 

t-mortems than he did formerly, and had gone in for 
indiarubber gloves, because when he had found after 
making a post-mortem with naked hands that it was 
case of anthrax he had been a little bit alarmed. For 
some time past when horses and cattle were brought to 
his notice as having died suddenly he made up his mind 
that it was probably due to one of three things—the 
rupture of a blood vessel, yew poisoning, or anthrax. 
Supposing the animal to have been in perfect health up 
to the time of its death, these were the main points to 
look for They must bear in mind that post-mortems 
could not always be made as they would like to make 
them. Sometimes they were called upon to make them 
in the middle of a field, and the only instrument at 
hand was a pocket knife. But he quite agreed with 

Colonel Nunn that whenev:r circumstances permitted 

great care should be taken in making post-mortems. He 

thought it likely that in many cases of sudden death of 
animals the cause was heart failure, and possibiy, in the 
case referred to by Mr. King, the owner showed his 

wisdom in declining to send the viscera for analysis. A 

dog of his own that had been running about at rabbit 

shooting for seven or eight. hours, and was therefore 
very empty, ate a supper of crushed biscuits and was still 
apd enough to growl at another dog opposite him 
ied within ten minutes of finishing. He could find 
nothing to indicate the cause of death beyond an over- 
loaded stomach after working hard al! day rabbit hunt- 
ing. Possibly other dogs which died suddenly and with- 
out apparent cause, died of heart failure or similar com- 
plaints. They were fairly well acquainted with the ap- 
pearances of strychnine poisoning. More puzzling were 
the cases cf narcotic poisoning, and they did not get 
_ Mauch aid in cases of toxin poisoning, possibly through 


the absorption of decayed matter in the animal tissues. 
He did not think the symptoms in cases of herbal or 
toxin poisoning were very marked. He wished to thank 
Colonel Nunn for bis paper. 

The Hon. Sec. said he should like personally to thank 
Col. Nunn for his paper. He had no difficulty in getting 
Col. Nunn to read the -— Immediately he asked 
for one, Col. Nunn replied by return of post. (App.} 
With regard to poisoning he (Mr. Spencer) had not had 
much experience amongst the smaller animals. During 
his pupilage at Louth in Lincolnshire he saw eight or 
nine horses which were found dead or dying in the stable 
from arsenical poisoning. He never saw animals in such 
an acute state of agony in his life as were the two that 
still lived. With regard to the post-mortem examina- 
tions he did not think they took half the care that 
Col. Nunn would consider they ought to have done, but 
they found out how the animals had been poisoned 
through the man confessing afterwards that he had 
placed a pound and a half of common white arsenic in 
the oil-cake porridge which was used for the cart 
horses. They were suppered up between seven and 
eight at night and there were eight dead or nearly 
dead when they arrived at four in the morning. The 
owner heard them knocking about at twelve and he 
had seven miles to go. The arsenic had eaten through 
the villous portion of the coating of the stomach just 
where the villous portion commenced. Most of the 
organs were practically congested, but the large intes- 
tines were in patches here and there as if something 
red hot had been poured into them. They noticed par- 
ticularly that the bladders were very much congested. 
He was present when the horses were opened, and he 
believed they would find some report of it in one of 
Mr. Gresswell’s books. 

The CHArRMAN said he believed it was the intention 
of Colonel Nunn to educate, or if not to educate, to re- 
mind the members of the profession of what perhaps 
they might once have known and had forgotten, as to 
the great care that should be exercised by practitioners 
in making post-mortems where there was a possibility of 
an analysis being required or in cases where the practi- 
tioner had had suspicion excited in his mind as to the 
cause of the illness and subsequent death. These were 
the cases in which special care should be taken in the re- 
moval of the viscera from the different cavities. The 
necessity of avoiding contact with many, in fact all, of 
the antiseptics was particularly advleakle. There was 
nothing probably that was more puzzling to the analyist 
than the variety of antiseptics aa the anxious practi- 
tioner had used in washing the outsides of the viscera. 
Of course no practitioner would wash in antiseptic or 
even with water the mucous surface of any of the vis- 
cera. With regard to the profession’s deficiency of know- 
ledge upon toxiculogy—-which Le was afraid was, upoD 
the whole, very marked—he did not think it was alto- 
gether their fault. - Certainly the symptoms that were 
observed in some of the alkaloid poisonings were not 
sufficiently specific sometimes to justify even the suspic- 
ion that an animal had been poisoned by any of those 
agents. In the case of the sudden death of a horse he 
agreed with Mr. Pack that their suspicion—particularly 
if it was an aged or fat horse—led them to look for rup- 
ture of the liver and consequent internal hemorrhage, of 
arsenical or yew poisoning, or, in the case of the cow, 
anthrax. He thought anthrax did not kill the horse 8° 
quickly as it did the bovine, so that in the case of the 
horse, there might be opportunity of diagnosing anthrax. 
He dared say they had made occasional post-mortems 10 
their younger days and could call to mind that condition 
of the intestines which existed in the case of anthrax 10 
horses, but which in these days they calmly put down to 
inflammation of the bowels and thickening of the coats. 
When sudden death occurred in the case of a dog, 40 
poison was afterwards found, he thonght in nine case® 
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out of ten it was either arsenic or strychnine. The symp- 


toms observed in strychnine poisoning were very diag- 
nostic and one asa rule flew to the homely remedy of 
tobacco, or if they had it handy, to chloral hydrate. In 

igs poisoning asa rule was either from the common 
Eitchen soda or from chloride of sodium, the common 
salt. Nitrate of potass might find its way into brine and 
that was well known to be a frequent cause of poisoning 
in pigs. Of arsenical poisoning in horses he had an un- 
happy experience some few years ago. He was tele- 
graphed for as soon as the telegraph office was open to 
go about five miles from his place to a brewery where 
there were, he believed, six horses lying dead. He de- 
sired to make himself quite sure that the case was not 
one of anthrax and adopted the usual precautions. Hav- 
ing satisfied himself that no anthrax existed, they pro- 
ceeded to make the post-mortems in the usual way and 
found ample evidence of the deaths having been caused 
by arsenic. Inasmuch as the owner desired to institute 
a prosecution in the event of an analysis confirming his 
opinion portions of the viscera were sent up to Professor 
Bayne at the Veterinary College ; also samples of the 
chaff from the nosebags of the ditferent horses and sam- 
ples of the chaff and corn from the bins. The opinion 
of Professor Bayne confirmed his own opinion that all 
the horses had died from arsenical poisoning. All the 
‘horses had been on the same journey, and the circum- 
stances pointed to maliciousness on the journey and not 
‘to accidental poisoning in their own stables. Heagreed 
with Mr. Spencer that theevidence of arsenical poison- 
ing was, as a rule, very clear, and the patchiness of the 
lesions was almost characteristic of it. He desired to add 
his thanks to those which had already been expressed 
‘to Colonel Nunn for the interesting paper he had read 
tothem. This paper wasa deep one, but with regard to 
the benefit to be derived from the reading of papers he 
thought he might say that however simple they were they 
were bound to bring out some matter which he ventured 
to say one member of the company at least had never 
‘thought of before. (App.) 

Colonel Nunn then replied seriatim to the observations 
which had been made in the course of the discussion. 
With regard to Mr. Baker’s remark that a post-mortem 
‘Sometimes had to be made in a field, the object he had 

ad in view in writing the paper was to point out what 
most of the continental authorities laid down should be 
‘done in a case of poisoning that had to go toa jury. He 
had been out of England a long time and could not say 
‘what was the experience here, but abroad he had had 
several cases of suspected poisoning brought to him in 
which the owners had shown the greatest amount of re- 
sentment and animosity, and were willing to spend con- 
siderable sums in investigating the matter. His object 
was to point out what was usually laid down on the C »n- 
‘tinent as the right mode of action. Of course if there 
was no occasion for it, and the matter was not likely to 
go to a jury, they need not even go to the trouble of mak- 
ing a post-mortem at all. It was quite true that the 
iver was a receptacle for certain poisons, particularly 
“arsenic and phosphorus. There was on record a case of 
a human being in which arsenic was detected in the liver 
4 considerable time after death. Arsenic was one of the 
‘most permanent poisons that could be used, and there 
a foreign case in which arsenic was found im the 

ebris of a corpse seven years after death. Mr. King had 
poe pay that in the case of small animals, if death 
could not be accounted for, owners at once jumped to the 
conclusion that poisoning was the cause. That was his 
perience. One point had occurred to him lately, and 
certain of the cases, such as Mr. King 
ane nla » In which poisoning was suspected but noth- 
an — be found, at all events in carnivorous animals, 

ight be due to those obscure poisons known as 


po ye ge They had had an example lately in the Derb 
cases of ptomaine poisoning, the result of eating por 


pies. He had no proof of it, but could not animals suffer 
from ptomaine poisoning the same as human beings? He 
was old enough to remember when ptomaine poisons 
were very little known. He thought that one of the first 
cases which came prominently before the public—and one 
which he saw a great deal of—was what was known as 
the Welbeck case. A hundred people or more who at- 
tended an auction at Welbeck were poisoned through 
eating ham sandwiches, and he believed there were 15 or 
20 deaths, and about 100 cases of illness, caused by these 
ptomaines in this ham, which was proved to be German 
ham. It had struck him—could not ptomaine poisoning 
in carnivurous animals account for some of these sudden 
deaths. Mr. Pack said that his paper was more about 
post-mortems than about poisoning. So it was, and 
oa he had made a mistake in the title of it, but if he 

ad written a paper about post-mortems in general he 
could have occupied them a great number of hours. 
Prof. Virchow, in his work on post-mortems, divided the 
subject into microscopical and bacteriological, and poison- 
ing he divided into physical and chemical ; the physical 
poisons being those obscure ptomaines which he had 
just spoken of, and the chemical poisons those dele- 
terious drugs which were sometimes injected into the 
system. Certain French authorities on this subject ob- 
jected altogether to the word “poisoning.” The word 
they made use of was “intoxication "—that was the ab- 
sorptioa into the system of a substance deleterious to life 
or health. There was a state of affairs known as auto- 
intoxication or poisoning caused by a substance elimina- 
ted from the body itself. The case Mr. Pack mentioned 
of a dog which had been working all day and died 
after a feed of biscuits was of a nature which although 
rare in human beings was not unkoown amongst 
athletes under training for races, doing hard work and 
undergoing constant exertion. There was a case re- 
ported in The British Medicul Journal about three 
years ago of a man who had been under training for 
a foot race, and who came up to London having 
breakfasted lightly off a cup of tea and a piece of 
biscuit. He went through the race and almost im- 
mediately got into such aserious state of collapse that 
he had to be removed. Whether the case ended fatally 
or not he did not know. It was said to be caused by the 
absorption of some of the products (if they might use the 
term) of combustion of the muscular tissues during the 
violent exertion in ‘the race. As they knew there were 
various obscure chemical substances given off in the 
waste of the muscular tissues—most unstable products 
but very deleterious to life. The case mentioned by 
Mr. Spencer, which occurred in the practice of Mr. 
Gresswell at Louth, was a landmark in veterinary 
science because this very case brought about the Drug- 
ging, of Animals Act, which was passed shortly after- 
wards. 

Co]. Nunn mentioned cases which came to his know- 
ledge while he was Principal of the Punjab Veterinary 
College, illustrating the gross mistakes made by laymen 
in the composition of doses. Arsenic and corrosive sub 
limate were two of the common poisons used in India 
Perforation of the stomach and patches on the intestines 
were common effects, and in the human being the conges- 
ted state of the bladder was common. In places it was al- 
most a port wine red colour and covered with patches of 

. Arsenic in the human being could be detected in the 
urine. As Mr. Simpson had stated the particular care 
which he advocated was in the event of a case going 
before a jury. In out of the way parts of the world he 
had seen a practitioner made to look extremely ridicu- 
lous when he stated he had made a post-mortem and 
handed over the viscera to an analyst, and when 
counsel had cross-examined him as to the means he 
took in making the post-mortem he had had to confess 
that he had not taken that extreme care which was neces- 
sary, and the evidence thus dragged out of the practi- 
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tioner had in more than one instance done him no good 
at all in the district. Mr. Simpson had mentioned that 
arsenic and strychnine were the poisons most commonly 
used indogs. Strychnine of course was almost unmis- 
takable to anyone who had once seen it, and arsenic, 
besides being one of the most stable of poisons was also 
one of the most easily detected’ He thanked them for 
the way in which they had received his paper. He had 
not attempted to prepare an elaborate one, but he had 
given them the best he could. (App.) ; } 

The CHAIRMAN said it was the practice of this Society 
to pass a vote of thanks to gentlemen who took the 
trouble to prepare a paper and came to read it 
and defend it. It was not their intention to make the 
present occasion an exception, and he therefore had 
pleasure in proposing that a hearty vote of thanks be 
ay to Col. Nunn for his attendance here to-day and 
or his paper. 

In seconding the motion, Mr. Pack said he knew what 
a difficult matter it sometimes was to get gentlemen to 
read papers. It was not everyone who had the ability 
or the time to devote to it; and when they got a dis- 
tinguished member of their profession like Col. Nunn to 
come amongst them they ought to feel themselves highly 
honoured. 

The proposijion was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. T. J. Kina said the Hon, Secretary had suggested 
to him that, according to their 24th rule they might elect 
Col. Nunn as one of their honorary associates. He was 
sure that in Col. Nunn they had a gentleman who would 
worthily adorn their list of hon. associates. This was 
the first time he had been amongst them but he was 
sure they all hoped that he would be with them again 
many times. (Hear, hear.) He was occupying a most 
distinguished position at the War Office, and it would, 
he thought, be a small tribute of thanks to him to ask 
him kindly to allow himself to be nominated as one of 
their hen. associates. 

Mr. SPENCER seconded. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would accept this as a notice 
of motion for the next meeting as it was not on their 
present agenda. 

Colonel NuNN thanked the meeting for its compli- 
ments, and said that if at any future time they got 
hung up for a paper if he had the leisure he should 
- — to place his services at their disposal. (Ap- 
plause. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Simpson for presiding, proposed by Mr. Baker, seconded 
by Mr. King, carried with acclamation, and briefly 
acknowledged by the Chairman. 

—- members subsequently dined together in the 
Hotel. 


REPORT ON REMOUNT OPERATIONS IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 


By General Sir R. Srewarr, K.C.B., and 
Lieut.-Colonel E. R.A. 


[ ExTracts ] 


The arrangements for provision of animals seem at 
first to have been all that were possible under the 
circumstances. It is to be remembered that at first 
the Commission was very much under-manned. 
Shortly after his arrival Colonel Scobell left the 
United States to join his regiment in South Africa 
leaving the entire operations of purchasing and 
shipping in the hands of Captain the Honourable 
H. Marsham and Veterinary-Captain Smith. Look- 
ing to the enormous distances over which the pur- 
chasing operations extended and to the necessity of 


the presence of an officer at New Orleans to superin- 
tend the shipping arrangements, this led to the 
purchasing operations falling into the hands of 
Veterinary-Captain Smith.” 

‘** We personally saw several inspections of horses: 
and mules by Remount and veterinary officers and 
consider them on the whole very satisfactory. 
Remount (fficers knew their work well and their 
selections were carefully made. Equally were the 
veterinary officers careful in the examination, and if 
anything there was a tendency on the part of one or 
two to be too strict. At first officers were permitted 
to inspect as many horses as they could in one day, 
but latterly Colonel de Burgh has very properly 
limited the numbor to 100 horses.” 

‘‘ Perhaps the most admirable and by far the most 
interesting establishment connected with the opera- 
tions is the Lathrop ranche where horses from the 
Western States are sent for inoculation and to be 
prepared for embarkation (see report). It is admirably 
managed by Veterinary-Major Moore, A.V.D., and 
staff of officers attached, and we do not think any 
more suitable or economical arrangement could have 
been arrived at.”’ 

‘““We consider that Colonel U. de Burgh who 
found the Commission altogether undermanned, has 
organised the operations with admirable discxetion, 
and has conducted them with due regard to the im- 
portance of promptly complying with the heavy 
demands for horses and mules for South Africa. He 
has, generally speaking, obtained accurate information 
with regard to the horse supply of the several States 
west of the Mississippi, and has officers posted at 
suitable and convenient centres. We were much 
struck with and desire to bring to notice the admir- 
able tone which prevailed amongst the officers at 
New Orleans, who we found working at their several 
duties in a pestilential climate with remarkable 
energy, which we consider due to the excellent influ- 
ence of Colonel de Burgh and Captain Eden.”’ 

‘We are able to report favourably of all officers 
now serving in the United States, both from our 
own ubservation and from the evidence of Colonel 
de Burgh, and we regret that the misconduct of one 
or two officers, who are no longer in the Commission, 
has brought upon it some degree of discredit in the 
public press which the officers now serving in the 
United States very properly deeply resent.” 

‘“‘ With reference to above remarks, from our in- 
quiries we are of opinion that Veterinary-Captain 
Smith was guilty of malpractices of a nature which 
has brought the greatest discredit on the department 
in which he was an officer.” ‘ 

‘The evidence of Civil Veterinary-Surgeon Davis 
and Captain Fenner, Veterinary-Captain Smith's ow2 
letter to Captain Marsham and his own subsequent 
desertion leave on our minds no doubt as to his moral 
guilt. seems to have received from Mr. Steger 
of Bonham, Texas, and from other dealers, a com- 
mission on every animal he purchased, and the ev! 
dence of Colonel de Burgh, and of Veterinary-Surgeo? 
Davis, show that at this time Veterinary-Captal? 
Smith was purchasing mules of most inferior tyP® 
many absolutely unfit and useless from over age: 

“Tt was most unfortunate that the paucity of 
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officers necessitated the employment of Veterinary- 


Captain Smith for a time as a purchasing officer. 
The responsibility of this rests with Captain the 
Honourable H. Marsham, but having reviewed all 
the facts of the case, and having taken into considera- 
tion the paucity of officers at the time, and the neces- 
sity for his own presence at New Orleans we do not 
see how Captain Marsham could have avoided em- 
ploying Veterinary-Captain Smith as a purchasing 
officer, and we acquit him of indiscretion in the 
matter. We have received excellent reports of Capt. 
Marsham’s work in a very difficult and responsible 
position. We are not aware how Veterinary-Captain 
Smith came to be selected for so important a duty as 
veterinary officer on the Remount Commission, and 
the responsibility of his selection must rest with the 
head of the Veterinary Department.” 

‘We must also bring to notice that Captain 
Maudeslay and Veterinary Surgeon Hawes appear to 
have behaved with great want of judgment, and, in 
our own opinion, with extreme impropriety in pur- 
chasing for themselves horses which were brought up 
for inspection as remounts, and which had actually 
been branded. (Evidence of Colonel de Burgh and 
Mr. Anson).”’ 

‘We think it right to bring to notice the high 
opinion Colonel De Burgh holds of the officers now 
serving under him. From our own observation we 
are prepared to endorse this opinion, and we wish 
specially to mention the excellent services of Captain 
Eden, already mentioned, Veterinary-Captain J. 
Moore, A.V.D., and Civil Veterinary Surgeon Davis 
The good work of the former officer at Lathrop we had 
opportunity of judging and have already mentioned. 
The high character, the professional capacity, and 
the zeal of Civil Veterinary Surgeon Davis has 
earned him the confidence of those with whom he has 
‘worked.” 

“We think it right to notice the resentment shown 
by all senior officers and some dealers at the remarks 
of a derogatory nature which have been made in the 
House of Commons and elsewhere, as well as in the 
public press, questioning the probity and integrity 
of their transactions.” 

“We have fully discussed this matter with the 
officers and have endeavoured to disabuse them of the 
idea that any general dissatisfaction with the work of 
the present staff of the North American Commission 
prevailed in official circles.” 


RECORD OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY OF REMOUNT 
OPERATIONS. 
5th March, 1902. 


ist Witness :—Captain the Honourable R. H. MarsHam, 
7th Hussars. 


go to, and who was associated with 
on ent to St. Loui inary- i i 

oSt. Louis. Veterinary-Captain Smith 
10. Were you satisfied with the way Captai i 

y a y Captain Smith 

his duties ’—I was satisfied with the way he 

sem on his veterinary duties ; he was very hard 

which =: There was one matter of a confidential nature 

‘the aed towards the end of my period of service 

re, which I thought necessary to report to the War 


Office, but which I am not at liberty to mention, without 
the knowledge of the Adjutant-General. 

11. Would you be so good as to tell the Court what 
this matter was?—I have no objection if the Court 
wishes. The circumstances were these: A long time 
after we had been purchasing, a charge was brought by 
one Mr. Steger, of Bonham, Texas, a former mule con- 
tractor, stating that on more than one occasion he had 
paid Veterinary-Captain Smith large sums of money as 
commission on Government mules purchased. He stated 
also that Messrs. Maxwell and Crouch, of St. Louis, and 
Sparkes Brothers, of Kansas City, had also paid Veteri- 
nary-Captain Smith money. I proceeded to St. Louis 
and investigated the charges. Both parties abso- 
lutely denied having paid Captain Smith anything, and 
offered their books for examination. I then returned tv 
New Orleans, and sent my assistant, Captain Fenner, to 
see Mr. Steger’s proofs at Bonham. On his arrival Mr, 
Steger was absent, although waraed of Captain Fenner’s 
object ; on Captain Fenner saying he would wait Mr. 
Sceger’s retura the latter retarned at once, but refused to 
produce any proofs. 

12. Was Veterinary-Captain Smith assisting you in 
examining the mules which you were purchasing at this 
time, during which he is supposed to have taken bribes / 
—No. Up to the time Major Scobell left Veterinary 
Captain Smith was working with me. After that I be- 
came Senior Officer, and Veterinary-Captain Smith was 
detailed by me to purchase mules at the several 
points at which I had made contracts. St. Louis, Kansas 
City, Bonham Texas, Fort Worth, Little Rock. During 
this time, Veterinary-Captain Smith was both purchas- 
ing and examining officer for mules only. 

15. Having heard from the dealers the accusations 
against Veterinary-Captain Smith, would you tell us 
what your own opinion of him was?—I considered him 
an excellent veterinary Adviser, and having failed to 
prove him guilty, I feel bound to give him the benefit of 
the doubt. Mr. Steger was not a very reliable man, and 
I thought it possible he might have brought forward 
this accusation out of spite. 


2nd Witness :—Colonel ScoBeLL, 5th Lancers. 


24. Were the mules purchased satisfactory ’—Yes 
uite ; and they were fully appreciated by Colonel 
irkbeck in South Africa. 


7th Witness :—-Colonel U. De Burau. 


86. Are you satisfied with the conduct and zeal of 
the officers subordinate to you ?—I am perfectly satisfied 
in every particular with the officers I have kept in the 
Commission. 

87. Will you be good enough to state the exceptions / 
—Veterinary Lieut.-Culonel Rayment, A.V.D., removed 
from the Commission for drunkenness and insubordina- 
tion. Civil Veterinary-Surgeon Brownrigg for drunken- 
ness and reported threatening language. Veterinary 
Captain Smith deserted, Captain Maudslay and Civil 
Veterinary-Surgeon Hawes, returned to England for an 
error of judgement in purchasing for their own use 
branded Government horses, and shipping them to 
England. Captain Maudsley, in addition, failed to 
accommodate himself to my views in the question of 
Government work. Captain Champion, 21st Lancers (a 
conducting officer) for gambling and incurring large debts 
in New Orleans. All these cases have been fully reported 
to the War Office. 

88. Can you give any details about Captain Smith 
receiving bribes ?—On taking charge of the Commission 
I found that Veterinary-Captain Smith was in difficulties, 
having been accused of taking bribes. Captain Fenner 


' can give evidence as to the origin of the charge. I reported 


the circumstances home, and the Secretary of State 
ordered that Veterinary-Captain Smith should, by an 
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action for defamation, clear his character in the Law 
Courts of Louisiana. While awaiting this decision, I had 
removed him from the Purchasing staff. On receipt 
of the Secretary of State’s orders, Captain Smith 
deserted. 


8th Witness :—Captain R. L. Fenner, 7th R.B. 


92. Can you give us any information about a report 
that Veterinary-Captain Smith received bribes ?— In 
consequence of an accusation made by a dealer, a Mr. 
Steger, of Bonham, Texas, in October, 1900, against 
Veterinary-Captain Smith, that he had been receiving 
bribes, Captain Marsham held an enquiry. Captain 
Marsham, myself, and Civil Veterinary Surgeon Davis 
were present when Captain Marsham asked Mr. Steger 
some questions. I am unable to givea list cf these ques- 
tions. Iam unable to give a list of these questions, 
but Mr. Steger acknowledged that he had given 
Veterinary-Captain Smith acommission of from two to 
five dollars a mule, and that other dealers had done the 
same. At that time Mr. Steger stated that if Captain 
Marsham would go himself cr send an officer to Bon- 
ham, Texas, he would give them proofs. I went to Bon- 
ham, Texas, at Captain Marsham’s orders, and had an 
interview with Mr. Steger at his private office, in the 
beginning of November. He then informed me that he 
had changed his mind, and declined to give me any 
information. He said that he did not intend to take 
any more contracts, and did not think it worth while to 
rake up this accusation against Captain Smith. I hand 
in a private and confidential letter from Captain Smith 
to Captain Marsham,* dated 19th November, 1900, to 
the effect that Mr. Steger had withdrawn all charges 
against him. With reference to this, I beg to state that 
I understood from Mr. Steger that he did not withdraw 
the charges, but merely did not intend to take any 
further action in the matter. Mr. Steger’s bank at Bon- 
ham was the Fannin County Bank. | 


* Appendix ‘‘ A.” ' 
10th Witness :—Civil Vety. Surgeon W. R. Davis. 


103. It has appeared in evidence that on one occasion 
a dealer offered you a cheque for examining mules, which 
you very properly refused. Can you tell us anything 
about it ?—l went with Captain Fife to examine 390 
mules which he bought from Mr. Steger, Bonham, Texas, 
in March, 1900. On 22nd October, 1900, Mr. Steger 
came to me in the St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, and 
asked to have some private conversation. He told me 
that he was in the habit of paying Captain Smith five 
dollars for every mule he purchased from him. He also 
said that Captain Smith now demanded 1,500 dollars 
for the 300 mules I had examined for having put the 
contract in his way. Steger said if the cheque belonged 
to anyone it belonged to me or to Captain Fife. He 
told me that Smith had prevented him getting a contract 
through his not paying him the 1,500 dollars. I dis- 
claimed any wish for the cheque. Steger stated that 
every man who sold mules which were bought by Cap- 
tain Smith gave him 5 dollars a head. He also stated 
that Smith was in partnership with a man named Hicks 
and that he was examining his own mules when they 
were bought from Hicks. The following incident con- 
vinced me that Steger’s assertion in this respect was 
true. About the end of October, 1900, 1,410 mules 
arrived here, some from Dallas, Texas, provided by 
Hicks, and some from Kansas City. These mules were 
to be shipped on the “ Monarch.” I found that they 
were a ee | bad lot, especially those from Hicks at 
Dallas, and reported this to Captain Marsham in a 
letter * dated 30th October, 1900, a copy of which is 
attached. On 22nd October, 1900, I had an interview 
with Mr. Steger, and put all of his statements with 
reference to Captain Smith on paper, and he signed them 
in my presence. This document I gave to Captain 


Marsham on 23rd October, 1900, and he has not since 
returned it tome. I asked Steger what proofs he had,. 
and he told me that he had frequently sent large sums 
of money to Mrs. E. M. Smith in England, and that he 
was willing to show his banking account. I hand in a 


letter t from Mr. Steger to myself, dated December Ist,. 


in which he enclosed a letter from Magee, dated Novem- 
ber 6th, a friend of Smith’s and a contractor then for 
forage for the animals here. In this letter Magee advises 
Steger to go to Kansas City to meet Smith. This he 
did, and the result was that he changed his mind. [ 
hand in a letter dated 30th October, 1900, from Mr. 
Steger to myself, written shortly after his return from 
here, which shows that he was then willing to give evi- 
dence against Captain Smith. A very few days after the 
23rd October, 1900, when I reported this matter to Cap- 
Marsham, Captain Marsham went to Kansas City and 
St. Louis to make enquiries from Sparkes Brothers and 
Maxwell and Crouch, whom Steger had accused of giv- 
ing commissions to Smith. These firms denied it. In 
my opinion, had Captain Marsham gone to Bonham, 
Texas, at once he would have found out all about it from 
Steger himself. 


* Appendix B. + Appendix C. 


Civil Vety. Surgeon W. R. Davis desires to be recalled. 


109. What statement do you wish to make ?—I wish 
to correct my answer to Question 103. I stated that 
Mr. Steger signed a paper in which [ had written all of 
his statements with reference to Captain Smith, and that 
I gave this document tv Captain Marsham. This is not 
the case. I hand in the document referred to, Appendix 
E. It is not signed by Mr. Steger. 


14th Witness.—Mr. Croucu, vf Messrs. Maxwell and 
Crouch. 


118. We understand that you have supplied a large 
number of mules to the Remount Department here. Will 
you kindly give us full account of your dealings /—I 
have had dealings with all the officers who have been 
purchasing here since the commencement of the war, in 
the way of supplying mules. I heard some reports that 
Captain Smith was accused of receiving money for exam- 
ining mulesin Texas, but my dealings with him were 
—_ straightforward, and have been with all the 
officers. 


21st Witness :—Mr. Hicks, from Texas. 


189. How many mules have they bought from your 
firm ‘/—From me, personally, about 10,000. I commence 
first in Arkansas and then moved to Texas, because the 
bulk of the mules, such as you require, are raised in 
Texas. Infact we have only about four mule ye j 
states, and Texas probably raised about 40 per cent. 0 
_ smaller class, that is Texas and the Indian Terri- 

ory. 

192. Who were the purchasing officers ?—Scobel and 
Marsham, and Captain Smith. hey were all very bh 
workers. 

193. Did you have any business relations with Capt. 
Smith ?’—Yes ; he inspected our animals. I do not be- 
lieve Marsham was at but one inspection with Smith. 
They had so much to do they had to do it separately: 
Smith was in the district | was in. He was acting a 
quartermaster as well, and it kept him pretty busy,—b 
to go to St. Louis and New Orleans and here. 

194. The orders all came from Captain Marsham !— 
So far as my connection with them was concerned. “Y 
connection with Smith was for inspection only. . 

195. Did he have any interest in your firm in a0y 
way ‘/—None whatever. 


Mr. F. Anson then made the following statement i> 
regard to some horses which Captain Maudsley and Mr. 
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}Hawes purchased for their private use, said horses hav- 
ing been previously accepted and branded for the British 
‘Government :— 

“T have recently had a letter from Captain Maudsley 
stating that he had been questioned by the War Office 
in regard to this transaction, and that he had told the 
War Office that he had consulted with me before taking 
the horses. This isdistinctly untrue. I was not even at 
Fort Worth when he picked out the horses, neither did 
they consult with my brother, who was in charge of the 
inspection at the time they branded the horses in place 


. of the ones taken out. 


“T knew that Mr. Hawes had kept back several horses 
to try, and I told Captain Maudsley when Mr. Hawes 
kept a horse out to try, that in my opinion it was a great 
mistake for him to take any horse that bad been accepted 
for the Government service, and also told him soon more 
than one occasion afterwards, and before Captain Maud- 
sley left I insisted on him writing to Colonel de Burgb, 
.and telling him that they had kept tbe horses. They 
kept these and several other horses for several weeks, 
trying them, before they finally decided which ones they 
would take,” 

23rd Witness :—Lieut.-Colonel T. J. de Burcu. 


247. Will you kindly tell us the names of the officers 
who have been associated with you in this district ?— 
Nobody, sir, except Mr. H. Custance, C.V.S. 

248. Is your opinion of him as a veterinary surgeon 
satisfactory in every way /—Yes, sir. 


Witness :—Captain F. late 9th Lancers. 


291. In all these inspections of Government officers, 
they have always been accompanied by a veterinary sur- 
geon Always. 

292. Have you found that the veterinary surgeons 
have always behaved in a straightforward satisfactory 
way !—Always. 

28th Witness :—Mr. Herrorp, of Messrs. Harold 
Lowther and Herford. 


377. Have your dealings with the purchasing officers 
_and the veterinary surgeons been always satisfactory ?— 
Yes, quite. 


36th Witness :—Captain Honourable H. MarsHam, 
7th Hussars. 


392. Did you make any representation about your 
staff being inadequate /—Yes, frequently, from time to 
time I asked for more purchasing officers and for assis- 
tance, at the base, both veterinary and office. Veterinary 

was informed must be procured in the country as no 
veterinary surgeons were available in England. 


ApPENpIx A, 


Private and Confidential. 
The Planters’ Hotel, 
St. 
19th November, 1900. 
My Dear Marsnam, 
~~ You happened to ask me just before parting the last 
oe whether I had seen or heard of Mr. Steger, and I 
ad not until yesterday, he notified me he was in Kansas 
— and came on here to see me. Well, the upshot is 
-that he has been able to explain away several matters 
‘to me to my satisfaction, and I think he is sorry for the 
stand he took. He informed me he has made up his 
mind he is not going to apply for further contracts, and 
1s Satisfied that information he had received to my detri- 
‘ment was false, and he will no doubt write and tell you 
prt he will further inform you that he withdraws all 
- charges he made against me.—I am, ¢tc., 
(Signed) S. M. Smita. 
(True copy), 


E, Hottanp, Lieut.-Colonel. 


APPENDIX B. 
To Captain the Hon. R. MarsHam. 


The New St. Charles, New Orleans, 
Sir, October 20th, 1900. 
1 HAVE the honour to report that with the assistance 
of Mr. Brownrigg, M.R.C.V.S., I have inoculated with 
mallein the 1,410 mules, part of which are designed for 
shipment in the ss. ‘“ Monarch.” A marked reaction was 
obtained only in a few cases, and these have been isola- 
| ted for further observation. 

I regret to state that a large number of the mules pur- 
chased at Dallas, and very many of those also sent from 
St. Louis and Kansas City, are quite unsuitable for ship- 
ment to South Africa, and should not have been accepted 
for that purpose. 

Apart from narrow, leggy, ill formed animals, of which 
there isa large preponderance, [ repeatedly met with 
| worn-out mules over 15 years old, which are manifestly 
not worth sending, and which, ia my opinion, the con- 


tractors should be compelled to replace.—I have, etc., 
(Signed) W. R. Davigs. 


(True copy) 
E. HoLianp, Lieut.-Colonel. 


APPENDIX 


To Dr. Wa. O. Davies, New Orleans, La. 
Bonham, Texas, 
Sir, December Ist, 1900. 
SINCE seeing you and before Captain Fenner came 
here, 1 have visited Kansas City and St. Louis, and find 
my course exceedingly unpopular. The mule and horse 
men take the position that should they tell anything 
derogatory to Captain Smith, their business would be 
taken from them, as it has been from me, and that if the 
business was not removed from America, that it would 
be placed in new hands. Strong consideration for them, 
and because it has ruined me, I made up my mind to 
have no more to do with the matter. 

I did what I did for self-preservation. It proved self- 
destruction. 

Pocr Brownrigg was to do the whole thing when we 
went together to New Orleans. Now he is so nervous 
over the part he has taken, he is afraid to be seen with 
me, and Captain Smith thinks B. is his staunch friend. 

1 found Captain Fenner here, and can you wonder, 
with business taken from me, and friends turning their 
backs on me—the only exception was Captain Smith— 
that I did not care tocarry the matter farther. I would 
not write this but for your request to give you an account 
of my interview with Captain Fenner. What I am 
writing you is in substance what I said to Captain Fen- 
ner.— am, etc., 


(Signed) Ep. W. Srecer. 


(True copy), 
E. Hottanp, Lieut. Colonel, 


Restrictions on Argentine Cattle. 

S1r,—In his reply to the deputation which waited on 
him yesterday Mr. Hanbury is reported to have said, 
“ He would not let these cattle in till he was quite sure 
that the disease would not break out again in Argentina.” 
No President of the Board of Agriculture has made so 
many mistakes about disease as Mr. Hanbury—he seems 
incapable of understanding or he totally disregards any 
technical advice—but no statement is so foolish as that 
quoted. Herein England, with every care and protection, 
we have had at least three outbreaks of foo: and mouth 
disease, the origin of which could not be traced. To be 
“quite sure” of the non-appearance of foot and mouth 
| disease is impossible, either here or in Argentina.— Yours 
obediently, Huntine, F.R.C.V.S, 


16 Trafalgar Square, Chelsea, S.W., Oct. 24. 
| —Daily Chronicle, Oct. 25. 
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Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A special omg | of Council of the R.C.VS. was 
held on Tuesday, 28th inst., at the College, 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C., for the purpose of considering the report 
of the Registration Committee which had been convened 
for the purpose of considering the action of certain 
veterinary surgeons when acting in the employment of 
the British War Office. 

The PrestpENt (Prof. W. ©. Williams) occupied the 
chair, and the following members were present : Vet.- 
Col. Duck, Profs. Mettam, Penberthy, Shave, Messrs. 
Simpson, Mason, Wragg, Trigger, Barrett, McKinna, 
Lawson, Mulvey, Fraser, Shipley, Banham, Wartnaby and 
Dollar, Mr. Thatcher (solicitor), Mr. Hill (Secretary.) 

The SEcRETARY having read the minutes convening 
the meeting, communications were announced as having 
been received from Profs. Dewar and M’Fadyean, and 
Messrs. Locke, Hartley, Over, Bower, and Abson regret- 
ting their inability to attend the meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The SEcRETARY read a letter from Mr. Hcrsburgh to 
Mr. Wragg re Principal Williams’ Memorial, asking the 
feeling of the Council with regard to the manner and 
form of making the presentation, and in regard to any 
ceremony, such as unveiling etc, they might wish 
observed. 

Mr. Wrace moved that a small committee be formed 
to deal with the subject matter of the letter as to receiv- 
ing the portrait of the late Principal Williams, and the 
selection of the position the picture should occupy, and 
report to the next meeting of Council. 

Mr. Stmpson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 

The President, Messrs. Mulvey, Mason, Simpson and 
Wragg were unanimously elected as the committee to 
deal with the matter. 


REPORT OF THE REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The Soticrror (Mr. Thatcher) said the Committee re- 
— that two of the veterinary surgeons in question 
ad appeared before them, and with regard to case No. 
1, the explanation given by the person accused was 
entirely satisfactory. In case No 2, the Committee re- 
ported that the person accused should be directed to 
appear and show cause why his name should not be re- 
moved from the Register. In the third case the 
veterinary surgeon appeared, and the Committee had 
heard his explanation, but had adjourned the matter toa 
further meeting, in order that steps might be taken to 
ascertain whether any further evidence was forthcoming. 
In cases four and five the Committee recommended that 
the Solicitor be requested to obtain copies of the papers 
from the War Office, and if in his opinion there was a 
prima facie case the person complained of should be 
notified to appear before the Committee. In No. 6 case 
the Committee reported that the name of the veterinary 
surgeon in question against whom allegations had been 
made, did not appear on the Register of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons. The Committee ‘also re- 
ar that the names of none of the persons in the 
Xeports of the Army Remount Department mentioned 
as being in charge of transports of horses, and being 
guilty of drunkenness, appeared on the College Register 
On the motion of Mr. TRIGGER, seconded by Mr Mc- 
the adopted, and in- 
ons given tha i 
cred recommendations should be 
t was unanimously agreed, on the moti 
MuLvey, seconded by Mr. Lawson, that a ars pains 


of the proceedings should be drawn up by the Solicitor 
and communicated to the press. 

The PRESIDENT : Before the meeting is closed I should 
like to make a statement. I have just come from the 
War Office with a request from the War Office, through 
Lord Hardwicke, that this Council will nominate a 
member to sit on the Committee which is about to dis- 
cuss the position the Army Veterinary Department. 
Lord Hardwicke said the Secretary of State for War 
would be very much obliged if we would nominate a 
civilian veterinary surgeon to sit on that Committee 
with the other Members of the Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey : I[s that in addition to yourself ; you 
are already a member of the Committee ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Several members of Council were nominated for 
the position. After a good deal of discussion the 
names of Mr. Trigger, Mr. Lawson, and Professor 
M’Fadyean were withdrawn, and a ballot was taken 
with the following result : Simpson 5, Mulvey 2, Fraser 
2, Mason 1. 

The PresipENT declared Mr. Simpson elected. 

Mr. Fraser thought it would be a great support to 
Mr. Simpson if he were now given a unanimous vote as 
the delegate of the Council. 

Mr. Barrett seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Stmpson thanked the members very much for 
the honour they had done him, and promised to do his 
we A best in the position which had been assigned 
to him. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct in 
the Chair concluded the proceedings. 


THE REMOUNT SCANDAL. 


To the Editor of The Times. 


Sir,—The attention of our client. Mr. Veterinary Sur- 
geon Hawes, has been called to certain statements which 
were published last week in the report made of the 
working of the Remount Department in the United 
States. Mr. Hawes was out of England when the report 
was published, and, on his return, has at once consulted 
us with a view to taking steps to vindicate his profes- 
sional reputation. 

In the report to which we have referred it is stated 
that Mr. Hawes purchased for his own use “ horses 
brought up for inspection as rerhounts which had actu- 
ally been branded,” and, further on, that he “ return 
to England (in other words, was dismissed) for an error 
in judgment in purchasing for his own use brand 
Government horses and shipping them to England.” Mr. 
Hawes never bought a horse branded with the Govera- 
ment brand, and while in the United States never 
shipped a horse to England. . 

Mr. Hawes went in June, 1901, to the United States, 
to act as veterinary surgeon under a purchasing officer, 
and remained so employed until February, 1902. During 
this time he purchased for his own use six ponies from 
14.14 to 14.2 in height, with the knowledge and consent 
of the officer under whose orders he was, and who_ cot- 
manded the Texas district. None of the ponies 1? 
question were ever branded with the Government bran¢, 
und three of them were never brought up for inspectio?, 
or offered to the Government at all. They were @ 
bought by Mr. Hawes for his own use and amusement, 
and were not shipped to this country until after their 
owner had left for England. 

Mr. Hawes paid the full Government price for the 


ponies, and in one case more than the Government limtt, 
and kept them at his own expense from the very 
moment of purchase. 


He was neither ordered to Eng: 


= 
q 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
= 
| 
a 
| 
\ 
ae 


November 1, 1902 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 283 


land nor requested to resign, but asked of his own accord 
to be relieved, and in fact only remained for the last 
four or five months in the United States at the request 
of Colonel de Burgh. 
Mr. Hawes served in the Argentine, in Africa, and in 
the United States for close upon two years, during which 
time he has either purchased for the Remount Depart- 
ment, or helped to purchase and passed through his 
hands, from 20 to 25 thousand animals. In the Argentine 
from May to November, 1900, Mr. Hawes purchased 
half a dozeu ponies with the knowledge of the officer in 


~ charge of the Argentine Remount Commission, and used 


them while there ; two of these Argentine ponies he took 
to Africa to serve as chargers, when he lost them in the 
Government service. Although bought and paid for 
with his own money, he has neither claimed nor received 
compensation for either. 

In common fairness we should have thought, that be- 
fore such damaging charges were publicly made against 
a professional man, he should at least have been asked to 
give evidence, and afforded an opportunity of offering 
such explanations as he might care, or be able, to do. 
During the time the inquiry was going on Mr. Hawes 
was in England, and his address known to the War Office. 
—We are, yours faithfully, 

Manpison, STIRLING, AND 
(Solicitors for Veterinary Surgeon Hawes). 
6 Old Jewry, E.C., Oct. 28. 


Parliamentary Representation 


In Regency Place, Westminster, on Sunday evening, 
a meeting of the employés of the Royal Army Clothing 
Factory was held, under the auspices of the trade union, 
to protest against their working conditions. Mr. C. W. 
Martin, president of the union, presided over a large 
crowd, and explained that the meeting was mainly to 
protest against the semi-starvation rates of wages being 
paid by the British Government to its workers, and to 
demand the immediate concession of trade union rate of 
wages. He mentioned that the union had tried to obtain 
an interview with Colonel Mulcahy, the chief officer of 
the department, oa the various grievances, but had been 
refused. The latest refusal was dated Friday last, and 
their remedy now was to try and educat3 the workers to 
take advantage of the power they had in their hands and 
get a representative of their own in the House of Com- 
mons. Several uther speakers followed, and ultimately 
the following resolution was carried with enthusiasm :— 
“ That this meeting emphatically protests against the _ 
sistent delay of the Goverament in putting into effect 
the Model Employers’ resolution carried unanimously in 
the House of Commons on March 6th, 1893, and calls 
upon the Government tu at once take practical steps to 
put this resolution into effect by paying the trade union 
rate of wages with a minimum of 303. to all its adult 
employés ; the total abolition of the pernicious system of 
promotion by classification, and the granting of the legi- 
timate use of the right of combination to all the organised 
Sections of its employés.”—The Times, Uct. 21. 


Dogs “on Approval.”—A Fine for Cruelty. 


At the Spellhorne Petty Sessions, held at Teddington 
on October 27th, George Brock, of Teddington, was sum- 
moned for cruelty to a dog. Mr. Colam, who prosecuted 
on behalf of the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
th: uelty to Animals, said the case illustrated the cruelty 

at was often practised upon dogs through the system 
under which ee were sent to prospective buyers “on 
a proval. In this case the defendant sent a dog from 

eddington to Hereford by rail “on approval,” but the 
— to whom it was sent returned it without paying 
carriage. When the dog was delivered the defendant 


refused to pay the carriage, and the dog was taken back 
to th: railway station and was allowed to remain there 
unclaimed for four days. It was in a box 2ft. long by 14in. 
wide and 16in. deep, and it was very much emaciated at 
the end of the four days. The defendant produced a 
letter from the prospective buyer, in which he promised 
to pay the carriage both ways, but the magistrates held 
the defendant to be responsible for the cruelty and im- 
posed a fine of £1.—Dazly Graphic. 


Personal, 


Mr. George E. ANDERSON M.R.C.V.S., Arbroath, a 
recent graduate of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, has been appointed lecturer on Veterinary 
Surgery and Medicine at The Colonial College, Hollesley 
Bay, Suffolk. 


A Busy Professional Man. 


“We offer our heartiest congratulations to our esteemed 
friend and contributor, Mr. Robert Clunas, M.R.C.V.S., 
on his election to the chair of the Shropshire Congrega- 
tional Union, which took place last week at the autum- 
nal meetings of the Union. Mr. Clunat came to Hodnet 
sume fourteen years ago, from the Highlands of Scot- 
land, and broke new ground, and supplied a long-felt 
want in establishing a veterinary practice at Hodnet. 
In addition to his ordinary practice, he acts as District 
Inspector to the County Council, and does a large 
amount of work for the Board of Agriculture in connec- 
tion with swine fever. During his residence at Hodnet, 
Mr. Clunas has proved a useful citizen, and takes a large 
share in parish work. He acts as treasurer for, and is a 
volunteer member of, the Hodnet Fire Brigade; is 
Colour-Sergeant in the Hodnet Company of the 2nd 
Battalion Shropshire Volunteers ; and is one of the 
managers of the Boys’ Schcol. He is vice chairman and 
hon. clerk of the Hodnet Parish Council, a position he 
has held since the formation of the Council, in 1894. 
A member for many years of the executive of the Shrup- 
shire Congregational Union, he has taken a prominent 
part in the work of the Union, and is a frequent speaker 
at its meetings. For some ten years he has been secre- 
tary of the Congregational Church at Wollerton, and to 
his organising abilities is due the remarkable success of 
the Wollerton anniversaries, and to his energy and in- 
fluence the church is indebted for the visits of such 
notable church leaders as Ian Maclaren,, Dr. Clifford, 
Dr. Campbell of Brighton, Dr. Greenhough, Dr. Horton, 
apd a host of others. An effective and ready platform 
speaker, Mr. Clunas is much in demand at religious 
services, and has given freely of his time to the various 
Noncomformist churches of district. So frequently has 
he preached at his own church at Wollerton, that the 
genial minister of that church jocularly refers to him as 
“My curate,” though we believe “ Bishop” would more 
aptly describe the position. In his election to the posi- 
tion of Chairman, the Union has conferred an honour 
on one who thoroughly deserves it, and the church at 
Wollerton, we have no doubt, is glad of their secretary’s 
reward. We wish Mr. Clunas a joyful and happy year 
of office, and look forward to his addresses from the 
chair with lively anticipation.— .Vewport and Market 
Drayton Advertiser. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette : 
War Orrice, PALL MALL, Oct. 24. 


ArMy VETERINARY DEPARTMENT.— Vet.-Major A. 
Bostock retires on retired pay. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


IN: PARLIAMENT. 


Sir 
The game in parliament is conducted according to cer- 
tain rules, and the better one is up in these rules, the 
reater chance has he of scoring off the official gang. 
hen if one has a special knowledge of the subject he is 
questioning a minister on he can put a supplementary 
question that may drag the truth out of a minister instead 
of the very vague reply he got at first, which no doubt is 
prepared by interested parties. I have formed the 
opinion from reading replies to questions that there 
exists a very strong sense of esprit de corps amongst 
Government officials, and that they can be relied upon 
never to give another official away. Undoubtedly a 
member of our own profession, if he was a strong man, 
would be the best at handling our affairs in the House 
of Commons. Until this takes place we have in our 
own hands a powerful lever if by combined effort we 
employed it. I refer to the asking of questions. Now 
those of us who are liberals or Home Rulers should have 
no difficulty in getting a member who bas similar views 
to put questions to the Government. It is a little diffi- 
cult I admit to get a Government supporter to expose 
his side, even if the minister is not directly responsible for 
the act we complain of. I therefore suggest that we make 
a united attack on Mr. Brodrick as to the condition of the 
A.V.D. Iam no great believer in deputations, from the ex- 
perience we have gained and from what I can learn better 
results are obtained by publicly exposing irregularitiesand 
scandals. Let us get a question put every few nights to 
Mr. Brodrick and the chances are he will turn on the 
officials responsible. To those who have no special ex- 
perience of putting questions I advise that they have all 
their questions starred, this means that the minister will 
require to appear and answer the question, and if un- 
satisfactory the questioner can put supplementary ones. 
I would specially advise that no question be set unless 
one is perfectly certain of the facts contained therein, 
other wise it will land the questioner into a nasty position 
and allow the officials to scor2. I am surprised that the 
Irish members of our profession do not take any active 
part in this business. I am sure they will have no 
difficulty in getting their fellow-countrymen to attack 
ow I hold this is not a question of party politics and 
Tories should also take a a in the re Age Let our 
Council protest and appeal according to their ideas ; they 
may gain something now and again over and above the 
regulation reply acknowledging receipt of their letter. 
By the other method we will be aiding them in their 
efforts on behalf of our orethren of the A.V.D. I would 
suggest to you, Mr. Editor, that you make a special point 
of collecting and publishing suitable questions, and I 
trust that my fellow members will take advantage of 
them. Might Task you that when printing a cutting 
from another paper to give the date of that paper. 


PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 
ir, 

I read with painful surprise the reception thi j 
met with at the hands of the Council aa titan! "ee 
majority of the profession are not so lacking in esprit de 
corps as to agree with the the views of Professor M’Fad- 
yean and his followers. It must be a shock to all who 
think well of the extreme importance of placing the 
profession as a whole (not as represented by a few lead- 

"Ing lights) in its proper position, to know that the sub- 
ject of Parliamentary representation is treated with 


ridicule, and it is inexplicable how anyone who claims to: 


have the best wishes for the elevation of our calling, can 
be guilty of throwing cold water on earnest endeavour 


in that direction. ‘To such 1 would quote the proverb: 


“ Bx nihilo nihil fit.” The public want educating as 

the value of veterinary science, and what better means 
could be found than Parliamentary representation ; it is 
all very well to talk of the “ Parliament of the profes- 
sion” but that is only heard of by the few, and no 


better channel than a political one could. be found for: 


“righting our wrongs.” Are there not plenty of men in 
the profession to be found consistent and conscientious 
enough not only to press our claims but those of the 
whole agricultural world ? and is it not casting a slur—not 


to say insult, on such men when satirical and ungenerous: 


language is used against them? Ours is an unique call- 
ing embracing the good and ill of tbe whole country, and: 
to compare it with “chimney sweeping or tailoring” is 

idle and odious. “Onward” should be our motto, and 

if it goes forth to the world that the claims of tailors and 
chimney sweeps are of no greater importance than 

veterinary science, the sooner we sink back t» the farrler’ 
and horse leech the sooner we shall be disillusioned and 

the public cease to be defrauded by our pretensions. 

Our profession being comparatively young and little 
recognised, wants all the assistance it can possibly get 
(by externals if you will) and all honour to those who 
take every legitimate means to bring it to public notice ;. 
the representation in Parliament by half a dozen veteri- 
nary surgeons would do more in bringing the profession: 
to the fore than all the private Parliaments and Councils: 
that were ever elected. Prof. M’Fadyean says we should 
be getting our members into Parliament under false 
pretences unless they declared they were backed by 
veterinary surgeons’money! Does he think so badly of 
our would be representatives as to suppose ours would be 
their only claim? Even were it so, surely the profession’ 
and its responsibilities are of sufficient importance to’ 
warrant representation. As to the cost of election ours 
be the honoured privilege (if necessary) of providing 
capital which in the near future would prove a good. 
investment.—I am, sir, yours obediently, 

Henry Dyer. 

Croydon, Oct. 28th, 1902. 


A “POSER” FROM A “CLEVER” CROSS- 
EXAMIMER. 
Dear Sir, 


As illustrating the utterly ridiculous cross-examination’ 
to which members of the veterinary profession are fre- 
quently subjected by officers of the R.S.P.C.A. I give 
below a question put to me by Inspector Slattery, of 
Derby, during the hearing of a case of alleged cruelty at 
Chesterfield Police Court on Saturday last, in which J 
gave evidence on ‘behalf of the defendant. The questiv® 
was—“ Do you not think it possible for a veterinary sur 
geon to feel an occult enlargement of the fetlock joint”! 
referring I suppose to something which he thought 
existed in the mare in question. I gravely replied, “ 
think not, but if so I must confess that I do not yet 
possess that ability.” Needless to say the whole court 
roared with laughter at this clever inspector's most 
absurd and ignorant question. P 

J. R. Green, F.R.C.V-S. 


Nottingham, Oct. 28. 


Communications, Booxs, anp Papers RECEIVED.— 
H.Leeney, H.Dyer, F.G.Rugg, J.R. McCall, W. Robb, 
J. Forgham, W.R. Davis, J. R.Green, J. Brand. b 

Grundriss der Veteriniir-Hygiene, F. Niemann & O. Profé; 
Aldershot News. 
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